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THE  HOMESTEAD 
 

A  Brief  History 
 

 

 

 

 
Introduction 

 
 

For over two centuries The Homestead has enjoyed the distinction of being America’s 
premier mountain resort.  Those centuries are filled with the legends and lore of Presidents and 
Princes, war and peace, romance and laughter.  Through it all The Homestead has provided an oasis 
of relaxation, a haven for the sports enthusiast, and the pure enjoyment of our magnificent 
mountain home.   
 

The Homestead is today, just as it was at its founding ten years before our American 
Revolution, a place apart from the tensions and stress of everyday life.  Here at The Homestead we 
measure time in generations instead of years, and over the generations, countless guests have come 
to regard The Homestead as their personal Home Away From Home. 
 

It has been said that Americans are a scientific people, and such an assertion is surely true of 
our understanding of history: we want to know who discovered what, and when.  If this information 
eludes us, we usually invent the answers – and often our inventions are quite creative.  These 
inventions quickly take on a life of their own, as they become legends, and The Homestead has a 
centuries old tradition of blending legend with history.  When the first colonial explorers visited our 
majestic mountains and valleys they wondered who discovered the springs, and when.  They 
invented an answer that has, in a variety of versions, become the first and most enduring of all The 
Homestead legends. 
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The Legend of the Indian Brave 
 

In the early 1600s there was to be a special conference of tribes held at a sacred meeting 
ground near the Atlantic coast.  At this meeting concerns about the many settlers who were arriving 
from Europe were to be discussed.  Each tribe agreed to send one representative, and the wise old 
Chief of an important tribe across the mountains to our west sent his eldest son. 
 

This courageous Brave immediately began his long journey, running over the old buffalo 
trails, along rivers and streams, through the forests and meadows, and in just one day he crossed the 
Warm Springs Mountain.  His arduous journey proved exhausting, and he was so very weary that 
when he reached our warm mineral springs he collapsed into their soothing waters.  He slept in the 
springs all night, and awoke not only refreshed, but endowed with extraordinary powers. 
 

The spring waters had so invigorated him that he was able to run all the way to the sacred 
meeting ground in less than two days!  And, when the conference convened, the springs had given 
him such sagacity and eloquence that he was elected to lead all of the tribes!  Such exploits, if true, 
would most certainly be legendary. 
 

The many natural mineral springs that abound throughout our mountains and valley have 
always held an irresistible fascination.  Archeological research has shown that Native Americans, and 
before them pre-historic peoples, have appreciated the virtues of the springs for at least nine 
thousand years, as they explored, hunted, fished and relaxed among the virgin forests, rivers and 
meadows. 
 

Colonial Surveyors and Settlers 
 

Sometime during the early 1700s, colonial explorers and surveyors began to visit the area.  
Like the Native Americans before them, they traveled along the old buffalo trails through the natural 
passageways, or gaps between the mountains.  They found that the buffalo, deer, elk, bear, squirrel, 
rabbit, and wild turkey were present in great abundance.  Our gentle climate and rich forests 
complimented the cool streams and rivers, which were all well stocked with fish.  And the many 
natural mineral springs that have always been an integral part of the fabric of our region were 
greeted with special pleasure, because they provided welcome relief from the aches and pains of 
primitive travel, and were recognized as an extraordinary natural asset. 
 

By the early 1740’s homesteaders had constructed a number of simple wooden guest cabins 
near the most desirable springs, and had used the smooth stones that are abundant in local rivers 
and streams to create deeper and more useful spring - fed pools.  Travelers from throughout the 
eastern seaboard began to visit and write about what was then believed to be the medicinal 
properties of the springs, and the scenic beauty and gentle climate. 
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The Young George Washington Visits 
 

George Washington traveled along the rough, dirt trails through the gaps, over the 
mountains and into our valley in September of 1755.  Although he was only 23 years old, he had 
been commissioned a Colonel, and put in command of the Virginia Militia in the French and Indian 
War.  He came to inspect Fort Dinwiddie, which he had designed as part of a system of forts to 
protect the colonial settlers and their families from attack by the French and their Native American 
allies. 
 

Washington rode on horseback, from Fort Cumberland to Monterey, Virginia, and from 
there he followed Jackson’s River (today called The Jackson River) and arrived at Fort Dinwiddie.  
The purpose of his visit, in his own words, was “to see the situation of our frontiers, how the 
rangers were posted, and how troops might be disposed of for the defense of the country.”  He 
completed the journey and inspection of the Fort and troops in four days.  He then traveled through 
Warm Springs on his way to Staunton. 

 
In October of 1756 the young Colonel Washington was again in our peaceful Valley.  This 

was the season known as “Indian Summer” for its balmy days, cool evenings, and the astounding 
array of colors that transformed the mountains into nature’s finest jewels.  He traveled through the 
area around Covington, Virginia and on towards Hot Springs to inspect the forts along Jackson’s 
River. 

 
Did he visit the settlers at Hot Springs to learn the latest information about the French 

troops and their Native American allies?  Did he stop to spend the night, to feed his horse, enjoy 
some companionship and a hot meal, or even soak in the soothing warm waters after a long 
horseback ride over rough trails?  The young Colonel Washington was forced to write his journals 
under the most primitive conditions, and so it comes as no surprise that he recorded only the most 
essential of facts.  But common sense also makes clear to us today that a visit to our inviting springs, 
together with the opportunity to learn the latest military intelligence from the local inhabitants, was 
most likely to be an essential stop on Washington’s journey. 
 

On these journeys (or even at some earlier time), Washington met Thomas Bullett, who had 
been commissioned a surveyor by the College of William and Mary, and had begun to survey the 
region.  Bullett was also a Lieutenant in the Virginia Militia, and his bravery and military ability soon 
became famous.  By 1756 Washington had placed Lt. Bullett in command of Fort Dinwiddie, and he 
was soon thereafter promoted to Captain.  In 1758 Washington praised Bullett in several letters as 
the bravest of his officers at the Battle of Fort Duquesne. 
  

1766 : The Homestead is Born 
 

It was during this period that Bullett became friends with Thomas and Andrew Lewis, fellow 
Militia officers and surveyors.  They recognized the great potential of the medicinal properties of the 
various springs, and on June 24, 1763, they signed an agreement to develop the Hot Springs into 
what today we would call a Spa Resort.  In those days Militia officers were often compensated with 
grants of land rather than cash, and on June 27, 1764, Bullett and the Lewis brothers obtained a 
grant of three hundred acres of land that included all seven of the mineral springs in Hot Springs.  
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Today, those original three hundred acres form the heart of our resort, and upon them stand our 
historic buildings, Spa, Casino, and the 1st Tee of the Old Course. 
 

Here begins another of The Homestead’s most enduring legends.  For many generations it 
was believed that Captain Bullett moved his family to Hot Springs.  As more and more travelers 
visited his developing spa resort to “take the waters,” Mrs. Bullett found an ever growing number of 
guests knocking at her door each evening in need of food and lodging for the night.  While this 
circumstance was clearly a sign of a successful business, it was also more than a little annoying, and 
so Captain Bullett built a rustic, wooden hotel, named it The Homestead, and America’s premier 
mountain resort was born.  But as always, fact is really more fun than fiction, and it turns out that 
Mrs. Bullett had no part in any of these events.  That is because there was no Mrs. Bullett – the good 
Captain never married! 

 
In fact, Captain Bullett did take the lead in developing the area.  As was common practice at 

the time, he induced a number of Militia members under his command, together with their families, 
to homestead on his property at Hot Springs.  Under his able direction the spring pools were 
improved, additional cabins constructed, and in fact a rustic, one story wooden lodge 
accommodating about 15 guests was completed in 1766 – and it is believed that he named it The 
Homestead, honoring the homesteaders who had settled here and were responsible for its 
construction and the operation of his new spa resort. 

 
Thomas and Andrew Lewis received many other land grants in the valley, and turned their 

attention to agricultural pursuits.  And so on November 21, 1766, Bullett and the Lewis brothers 
signed a Deed of Partition which acknowledged Bullett’s efforts and gave him ownership –  which 
makes the founding of our resort predate our American Revolution by a decade!  Today we 
celebrate the anniversary of our founding each year on November 21st, honoring Captain Thomas 
Bullett, the Lewis’s, the homesteaders who constructed our first buildings, and so many others who 
have made The Homestead America’s premier mountain resort for over two centuries. 
  
 

The Oldest Spa Building in America 
 
A few years earlier the Warm Springs had been developed, probably by the Lewis brothers.  Most 
physicians of the period advised their patients against taking hot baths, and so the naturally warm 
waters of the Warm Springs pools were much in demand.  On June 1, 1761, an octagonal wooden 
building was opened to the public.  It had been constructed around the warm springs pool, and it 
remains today very much as it was then.  The pool inside, which is also octagonal, is about 120 feet 
in circumference, and holds 40,000 gallons of constantly flowing, crystal clear mineral spring water.  
In fact, it enjoys the historic distinction of being the oldest spa structure in America today. 
 
 Warm Springs expanded rapidly as a spa resort.  Hotels, dining rooms and kitchens, taverns, 
livery stables and a blacksmith shop, a church, laundry and related buildings popped up, and it was 
declared the seat of government when Bath County was created in 1791.   
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Thomas Jefferson,  The Founding of the University of Virginia -  
and  Taking the Waters at Warm Springs 

 
 Another enduring Homestead Legend is that Thomas Jefferson designed the octagonal 
gentlemen’s pool house in – or even before –1761.  Considering that Jefferson was only eighteen 
years old in 1761, and that there is every indication that he was elsewhere that year, this is purely 
legend.  Why, then, is this building octagonal, a shape we know Jefferson used in his documented 
architectural achievements?  Like much of history, the reason is simple: it was much easier to build a 
series of eight short sides, and put them together into one large building, than to construct a large 
round or square building using the primitive tools and manual labor available here in 1761.  But fact 
is again more fun, for the adult Jefferson, one of America’s Founding Fathers and most famous 
citizens, played a more important role. 
 
 Thomas Jefferson rightly considered the founding of the University of Virginia as one of his 
greatest accomplishments.  After long and arduous cajoling, persuasion, and just plain politicking, on 
February 12, 1818 the Virginia Assembly finally passed a bill to establish a state university, together 
with the then substantial sum of $15,000.  This legislation established a Commission of “Twenty-
four discreet and intelligent persons” to advise the legislature about every aspect of the new 
university, from its location and organization to what was to be taught.  The Commission was to 
meet at Rockfish Gap Tavern in August, and the membership was a “Who’s Who” of Virginia.  
Former presidents Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, General James Breckenridge, Chief Justice 
Creed Taylor, Littleton Tazewell, Archibald Stuart, William Brockenbrough, Peter Randolph, and 
many others. 
 
 Jefferson traveled from Monticello on horseback, was joined by his friend James Madison, 
and together it took them two days to arrive at Rockfish Gap.  Along the way they discussed many 
details of the new university, and on the second day Jefferson told Madison that after the meeting he 
planned to travel westward, over the mountain and to Warm Springs, where he knew he would find 
comfort for his recurrent rheumatism in the naturally warm spring waters. 
 
 The Tavern at Rockfish Gap was ready for their visit, and the meetings began on August 1st.  
The Commission deliberated with care, and Jefferson’s own presentations were so comprehensive 
and persuasive that they were adopted.  The final report to the Assembly was signed unanimously, 
and Jefferson, clearly in high spirits, set out for Warm Springs with fellow Commissioners James 
Breckenridge and Archibald Stuart.  They traveled down Afton Mountain, and stayed at Stuart’s 
house in Staunton.  From there Jefferson and Breckenridge went on together to Warm Springs.  
Along the way, or even after the journey, the first (and perhaps only) presidential travel guide and 
rating system was written: Jefferson listed each stop in order on a small paper, and rated each tavern, 
inn and lodge as either : 

+ very good 
*  middling  
─  very bad 

 
It is particularly interesting to note that two establishments were awarded special comments, for 
Jefferson wrote that they were “ + if sober” (no doubt referring to the condition of the innkeeper!) 
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Jefferson had long been aware of Warm Springs, as one of his first court cases as a young 
attorney involved a land title there.  A few years before his visit, his grand-daughter had visited 
Warm Springs, and no doubt her good report of the therapeutic properties of the waters, the 
congenial company, and fine food weighed in his decision.  Suffering from the pains of what 
Jefferson described as “rheumatism,” he sought relief, as did so many others, in the soothing 
warmth of the natural mineral springs.  The Homestead Archives contain several of the Warm 
Springs Hotel guest ledgers, and the one for the year 1818 documents Jefferson’s visit.  He came in 
August, and stayed for over three weeks, taking the waters twice each day. 

 
On August 13, 1818, Jefferson rode to The Homestead, where he enjoyed breakfast and 

dinner, and did some sightseeing with a local guide.  He used what he called his “Memorandum 
Book” to record financial information, and the entry for that date shows that his visit to The 
Homestead cost a total of $2.12! 

 
And in a letter dated August 14, 1818 to his daughter Martha, Jefferson spread the 

reputation of our therapeutic natural mineral spring waters at both Warm Springs and The 
Homestead: he described them in glowing terms, saying that they  were “of the first merit.”  This 
was high praise indeed, for Jefferson used this same phrase to describe things that were clearly the 
best of the best.  In fact, the pools at Warm Springs are named in his honor – they are The 
Homestead’s Jefferson Pools. 
 

Taking the Waters to “Take the Cure” 
 

Most large towns and cities in Colonial America were located along the bays and rivers of 
the Atlantic coast.  The hot coastal summers bred mosquitoes that carried disease, and modern 
sanitary conditions, clean drinking water, and the real causes of aliments were unknown.  Everyone 
took advantage of any opportunity to escape the hot and unhealthy summers in the cities, and enjoy 
the cool mountain breezes, clean water, and recreation that quickly became associated with the 
springs of our Virginia mountains. 
 
 This was a time when physicians struggled blindly to cure disease and alleviate pain.  It was 
long before the advent of effective antibiotics, and the supposed “curative” powers of natural 
mineral spring waters had been espoused for many centuries the world over.  It comes as no 
surprise, therefore, that from those early days to the present, Taking the Waters has been a favorite 
activity for both health and relaxation.  Taking the Waters simply means bathing or soaking in the 
mineral spring water pools for a prescribed time (usually twenty to forty minutes), and in earlier 
times bathing was often followed by drinking the spring water from the separate drinking pools. 
 

Taking the Waters was also called Taking the Cure, and at the time the word “cure” did not 
have the same meaning as we attach to it today.  In those days if you did not feel well, you sojourned 
in the mountains and valleys, and enjoyed the fresh air, good food and soothing relaxation 
associated with Taking the Cure – and if you felt better, you said that you had been cured – even 
though you knew your affliction was likely to return. 
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Completing the Prescription 
 

Physicians often prescribed detailed combinations of soaking for specified time periods 
along with drinking precise amounts of different types of mineral spring waters for their patients.  
There were a number of scholarly texts by noted medical specialists available to assist physicians 
with the choice of spa resorts for their patients, and these books provided detailed information 
about the mineral content and temperature of the springs, along with suggestions for the ailments 
each might best alleviate, and The Homestead and Warm Springs were favorite destinations. 
 

The Jefferson Pools are continuously fed by several natural mineral springs from deep 
beneath the earth.  The United States Geological Survey together with the University of Virginia 
surveyed and studied all of our springs, both at the Jefferson Pools and on our main Homestead 
Estate.  They found that the warm springs at the Jefferson Pools have about the same mineral 
content as those at famous European Spa Resorts, and that they are a constant 98 degrees at their 
source – perfect, natural body temperature. 
 

They also learned that these crystal clear, mineral spring waters flow at the astounding rate of 
1,700,000 gallons each day.  The Homestead acquired these properties in the 1880s, and they have 
been an important part of our resort ever since.  Taking the waters at the Jefferson Pools is still a 
favorite activity today, and it is just as relaxing and restorative as it was in 1761 when the 
Gentlemen’s Pool House was built.  
 

George Washington and  
The Mountain Road Lottery 

 
Let us return now to our narrative of events at Hot Springs.  Captain Bullett had the vision 

to understand how valuable the springs were, and the courage to build The Homestead in 1766.  He 
also understood that the success of his new spa resort would depend upon the ability of guests to 
reach it, and then to move on as they traveled from one resort to the next to take the waters.  A new 
road was the answer, and so it was not long after Bullett built The Homestead that he entered into 
an agreement with George Washington, Colonel Fielding Lewis (Washington’s brother in law), 
Archibald Cary and Gabriel Jones to “immediately proceed, as well to build and improve upon my 
lands adjoining to the Springs….” 
 

The result of that agreement was called The Mountain Road Lottery.  Washington became 
manager of this lottery, and tickets for it bearing his printed signature still exist.  Advertisements for 
the lottery were placed in the Virginia Gazette listing a first prize of £1,000, along with sixty-one 
smaller prizes, and there are a variety of entries in Washington’s financial ledgers showing that he 
advanced funds for the project and sent tickets to trusted friends and associates to be sold for 
twenty shillings apiece. 
 

Several factors worked against success for The Mountain Road Lottery, chief among them 
appears to be overwhelming competition from other lotteries.  By 1771 it was clear that too few 
tickets had been sold, and that the prize drawing could not be held.  Washington’s ledgers have 
entries showing that he refunded monies for tickets that had been sold, and wrote off other tickets 
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as unsold or unaccounted for.  Of course, Bullett did just what an officer and a gentleman would 
under such circumstances, and placed another advertisement in the Virginia Gazette notifying one 
and all that his agreement with Washington, Lewis, Cary and Jones was ended, and giving the name 
of his agent in Richmond should there be any outstanding obligations. 
  

Like men of vision in every age, Bullett knew which battles were worth fighting.  And like all 
who possess true courage, he possessed the inventive spirit so essential to success.  By 1772 the 
Virginia House of Burgesses had received a petition, signed by citizens of several counties, 
requesting that funds be appropriated for the building of new roads.  Over time roads were built to 
the springs, the first being to the west of Staunton, through Jennings Gap and across the Warm 
Springs Mountain. 
 

Bullett was also a great patriot.  He joined the Continental Army at the beginning of our 
American Revolution, Washington promoted him to Colonel, and in 1776 Congress commissioned 
him the Deputy Adjutant General of the Southern District.  He served with distinction, and died in 
service in 1778.  The Homestead enjoys the distinction of being the only American resort founded 
by one of the gentlemen who helped to found our country, through his service in the revolutionary 
War.  Not surprisingly, during our American Revolution use and development of The Homestead 
languished.  Colonel Bullett left the bulk of his estate, including The Homestead, to his older 
brother Cuthbert, a highly respected judge.  The Homestead was eventually sold, and a series of 
often-absentee owners ensued. 
 

The Father of our Constitution 
Sojourns at the Springs 

 
August is always a beautiful month at The Homestead: days are warm, nights cool, and the 

array of diversions that can occupy the time vast.  Yet it was one activity in particular which 
attracted James Madison to our peaceful valley, the opportunity to take the waters in the already 
legendary springs.  Perhaps it was the recommendations of his friend and neighbor Thomas 
Jefferson, or simply the spectacular views of the mountains from Montpelier, his magnificent 
mansion home, that provided the attraction, but whatever the reasons he traveled along the old 
mountain trails in August of 1820, arriving first at Warm Springs.  There he soaked in the very same 
Pool House that Jefferson had enjoyed so much, and later he traveled to The Homestead to soak in 
our famous spring waters. 
 
 When America’s founders sought relaxation and restoration, they chose the perfect 
tranquillity and therapeutic benefits of The Homestead.  The young George Washington soaked in 
the waters at Warm Springs even before the Gentlemen’s Pool House was constructed in 1761.  
Thomas Jefferson, the principal author of our Declaration of Independence, sojourned for over 
three weeks here, taking the waters at both the pools which are named in his honor and at The 
Homestead.  And James Madison, who has been rightly called the “father of our Constitution” 
chose The Homestead for the same reasons.  In a deeply profound and enduring way, the history of 
our nation is the heritage of The Homestead. 
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A Revolution comes to The Homestead . . . 
 And Romance Blooms 

 
 Recall for just a moment Thomas Jefferson’s visit to Warm Springs and The Homestead in 
1818.  Just after Jefferson departed we had another, and a very different, guest.  At the time of his 
visit in 1818, Jefferson was seventy-five years old, had been well educated at the College of William 
and Mary, and was one of the world’s most famous citizens.  The other guest in our narrative was 
Thomas Goode, and as he found the pure relaxation of the spring waters and reveled in the 
exceptional scenery he quickly came to love the area, and The Homestead. 
 
 Goode wanted to own The Homestead, but it was not for sale and he had no capital.  Yet, 
he was gifted in many  ways, with great intelligence, much ambition (in the best meaning of the 
word), and the ability to envision how what he saw could grow into a better future.  Goode was 
educated at the famous medical colleges in Philadelphia and in Edinburg, Scotland.  He practiced 
medicine widely in Virginia, and with great success, and in 1832 Dr. Thomas Goode returned to The 
Homestead and realized his dream: the bought the resort! 
 

Like Captain Thomas Bullett over half a century before, Dr. Goode was a man of vision and 
courage.  He understood what The Homestead could become, and how to make it happen.  He is 
credited with some of the greatest innovation and growth in our long history.  He began by razing 
and replacing the old buildings one at a time, and the new Homestead was three stories tall, all built 
of local wood from the forests that covered the mountains.  These buildings may not seem grand to 
twenty-first century eyes, but their classical proportions and architecture were much admired, and 
form the basis for the style of architecture that we have employed ever since.  As a physician, it is 
not surprising that Dr. Goode had a prescription for life at The Homestead, and Taking the Waters 
was first, of course.  Exceptional food was another requisite, and it is correctly said that he 
established our resort as a destination for fine dining.  Another part of the prescription was 
romance: our first ballroom was constructed during his tenure, and trained musicians began to 
provide the required accompaniment for dances.  Today, as you enjoy the romance of dancing with 
superb cuisine in The Homestead’s grand Dining Room, remember the visionary who inaugurated 
these traditions: Dr. Thomas Goode. 

 
As was a socially and professionally prominent Virginia physician, he and Mrs. Goode had 

traveled to Europe and visited several of their most renowned spas, and he brought back from his 
travels a revolutionary hydrotherapy treatment: the Spout Bath.  It is a pressurized stream of very 
warm, natural mineral spring water directed at a part of the body that aches.  For example, if your 
back aches, the Spout Bath would be directed onto your back.  More than any other single treatment 
or activity, the Spout Bath established The Homestead as a renowned spa resort.  Water for this 
hydrotherapy treatment came directly from the Spout Spring, whose waters flow boldly to this day at 
a constant 105 degrees Fahrenheit.  The Spout Spring is situated at some elevation above the 
gentlemen’s and ladies bath houses that Dr. Goode had constructed for his exciting new treatment.  
The clear, mineral-rich waters flowed down pipes made from the hollowed out trunks of old 
Chestnut trees.  As the waters gushed through the spout (or nozzle) with firm pressure, an attendant 
directed this revolutionary sensation toward various parts of the anatomy, and relief was said to be 
swift and exhilarating. 
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Dr. Goode was quite effective in explaining the many comforts of The Homestead and the 
benefits of the Spout Bath, along with his other hydrotherapy treatments.  Today we might call him 
a marketing genius, although such a title, no matter how well deserved, would not do justice to his 
many other skills.  It was his reputation as a physician that made his advertisements so very credible, 
and his talent as a manager that helped him understand the need for a new hotel on The Homestead 
grounds. 
 

Just as Colonel Thomas Bullett was the first to recognize the potential of our magnificent 
springs as a spa resort, Dr. Goode was the first to recognize the potential of romance as an essential 
part of life at The Homestead.  His addition of spacious dining rooms, new kitchens, and a beautiful 
new ballroom set the stage.  Parents were soon bringing their sons and daughters who were of 
marrying age, in hopes that they would meet someone special during the lavish dinners, at the 
elegant dances and balls, or along the mountain trails during horseback or carriage rides.  The 
Homestead has a distinguished heritage of romance, courtship, and love, and to this very day, 
weddings, honeymoons, and anniversaries are a living Homestead Tradition. 
 

Dr. Goode’s marketing ability is well known, and perhaps he even had some fun with his 

efforts.  There were times during the 1800s when many people actually believed that any girl 

who had freckles would never attract a suitable husband, so Dr. Goode advertised that the 

mineral spring waters at The Homestead could – you guessed it  –  “cure” freckles!  

 
It is the Springs that Make the Spa 
 
 It is the seven natural mineral springs that made The Homestead a spa resort.  In fact, 
without these extraordinary springs there would likely be no Homestead at all, and the place that is 
our Home Away From Home might be nothing more than an obscure point of latitude and 
longitude on a map.  The earth itself conceals and protects their actual subterranean sources, and 
they flow to the surface through natural apertures without benefit of human intervention. 
 

During the hundreds of years that such rare springs were held in the highest esteem 
throughout the world for their medicinal properties, they were the subjects of much scientific study 
and documentation.  It was widely believed that the effectiveness of mineral spring waters decreased 
greatly whenever they were either heated or cooled.  It has been well documented for centuries that 
even brief contact with atmospheric conditions, or any alteration in their natural temperature, 
decidedly changes the attributes of mineral spring waters.  Because our seven springs enjoy a pure 
mineral content, flow at consistent rates year round, and have a variety of temperatures that allow 
for their therapeutic use without artificial heating or cooling, they are truly ideal. 
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The Blue and the Grey 
March through our Green Valley 

 
By 1861 Americans had agreed to be at war with ourselves.  The years of the Civil War 

brought lean times to our valley, and to The Homestead.  Travel was severely curtailed, and the 
luxury of a spa resort vacation was available to very few.  Another old Homestead Legend has it that 
a Confederate hospital occupied The Homestead during the Civil War.  Fortunately, there was 
nothing of strategic importance in our peaceful valley, and so no battles took place in Hot Springs, 
and the resort was not damaged in any way.  Skirmishes occurred in some surrounding areas, but 
given the very primitive state of medicine at the time, the wounded would most likely have been 
treated near the fighting. 
  

We do know that both Union and Confederate troops marched through our valley, on their 
way to more important places.  Although there are no records of the war years in The Homestead 
Archives, it is likely that troops wearing both Yankee blue and Rebel gray stayed at The Homestead 
as they journeyed though the area, enjoying the opportunity to relax in the soothing mineral springs.  
It appears also likely that some of those who were fortunate enough to survive illness or injury may 
well have enjoyed The Homestead as a relaxing place to recuperate - - what today we might call 
rehabilitation therapies. 
 

The General and his Lady 
help Revive The Homestead 

 
 After the war both Northerners and Southerners – Americans together once again – were 
anxious to enjoy the pleasures of life at The Homestead.  Yet another Homestead Legend is that 
Mrs. Robert E. Lee, who like Thomas Jefferson suffered greatly from arthritis, had a second pool 
added to the Ladies Pool House at Warm Springs.  After the smaller second pool was added, or so 
the Legend goes, a “lowering device” was installed at Mrs. Lee’s request.  This was simply a wooden 
chair on a windlass, allowing an invalid to enter and leave the warm, clear spring waters easily.  In 
fact, this second, smaller pool and its “lowering device” were in use many years earlier.  
 

As with the other Homestead legends, fact is again more fun than fiction.  After the war, as 
before it, General and Mrs. Lee were held in high regard by Americans from every state.  Mrs. Lee’s 
frequent use of the Warm Springs provided both the relief she was seeking from arthritis, and the 
opportunity to renew old friendships and forge new ones.  General Lee preferred the Hot Springs 
waters, and chose a cottage for his visits.  Their regular sojourns at The Homestead provided the 
basis for their glowing reports of our spa resort and peaceful valley.  This, in turn, was an important 
factor in many guests’ choice to return to The Homestead, or to make their first visit. 
 

After Dr. Goode’s death in 1858, The Homestead again experienced a succession of 
absentee owners.  After the post-war excitement abated, little was done to enhance or expand our 
spa resort, and it languished as the old, and declining, Grande Dame of the Mountains. 
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Financiers and Captains of Industry 
 

It was in the last two decades of the nineteenth century that growth again became a living 
part of our Homestead heritage.  America’s most prominent banker, together with a number of 
financiers and wealthy industrialists, recognized the extraordinary potential of our spa resort, and 
they acquired a corporation which purchased The Homestead in 1888.  Its potential was recognized 
by many astute investors of the day, and within five years there were nearly sixty investors.  
 

This corporation, and the others which followed it, brought an abundance of the three 
essential ingredients for success to The Homestead: strong management abilities, capital to invest, 
and the ability to make The Homestead easily accessible, which at that time meant the railroad.  It 
was none other than J. Pierpont Morgan, arguably America’s most illustrious banker, who provided 
the financial legerdemain and the investment capital.  His name in association with any venture was 
certain to attract investors, and many of his banking partners and business associates also bought 
into the enterprise. 

 
As the largest, most prominent and most influential investor in the corporation, Mr. Morgan 

took a strong personal interest in The Homestead, arriving in his private rail road car for visits.  In 
fact, Mr. Morgan retained his investment throughout his life; it was not sold until 1914, after his 
death.  Melville E. Ingalls, who was then the President of the C & O railroad and another of the 56 
investors, made sure that the tracks were promptly laid and the trains ran on time.  He took a keen 
interest in the resort, visiting often, and established a family summer home here.  
 

Of all the assets that the corporation and its successors brought to The Homestead,  it was J. 
Pierpont Morgan’s financial reputation, expertise and the investment capital he could command that 
made the fastest, largest, and most lasting impact.  In 1891 a bond issue of $1.  million was sold, and 
the amount itself, together with the personal involvement of the world’s most famous banker, was 
the talk of the town, from Wall Street to Main Street.  By 1892 a massive and sustained building 
campaign was well under way.  The results were astonishing, and the Grande Dame of the 
Mountains took on a new and exciting luster.  Almost all of the old buildings were razed, a new 
main Homestead hotel was built, and in just a few years an imposing new wing was added.  Guest 
rooms and suites were elegantly furnished, Thomas Edison (a regular guest) supplied our first 
electric power plant, and a plethora of the latest recreational activities were installed. 

 
Mr. Morgan was an extraordinary individual in every respect.  He moved comfortably in the 

most exclusive circles, because everyone valued his integrity and ability.  People from every sphere 
sought his advice and the services of his bank, from those whose wealth began before our American 
Revolution, and those who fortunes were newly earned; from American Presidents to European 
monarchs; from industrial tycoons to landed gentry.  Many, if not most, of the legendary names that 
are spread across The Homestead’s guest registers were very gently encouraged to visit by Mr. 
Morgan’s suggestion. 
 

Mr. Morgan knew that The Homestead needed professional management of the first caliber, 
and he knew where to find it: Decatur Axtell and Frederic Sterry. 
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Capital plus talent equals success 
 
 

The many, many talented people who have made The Homestead great over the generations 
are a vital part of our history and heritage, from Thomas Bullett to Dr. Thomas Goode, and right up 
to the present.  And, the people who provided leadership here at our resort a century and more ago 
are among The Homestead’s unsung heroes.  You may be very familiar with the history of The 
Homestead, and still have heard little about them.  They are Mr. Decatur Axtell and Mr. Frederic 
Sterry, and they are among the most important people in the history of The Homestead. 
 

Decatur Axtell was born in 1848, trained as a civil engineer, and he worked on the 
construction of the first Union Pacific lines as a young man. In 1880, he became the General 
Manager of the Richmond and Allegheny Railroad, and was immediately recognized as a superb 
business executive, with a special ability to get things done right, the first time, and fast.   
 

For example, upon acquiring the James River and Kanawha Company, he began 
constructing a rail line on the towpath of the old James River and Kanawha Canal, which opened in 
1881 – two years before anyone thought possible.  Over the years, his ability earned him 
membership on the Board of Directors of 14 different corporations, including a dozen railroads – 
only J.P. Morgan and Cornelius Vanderbilt served on more railroad Boards!   
 

Mr. Axtell understood the railroad business inside and out, and how to make it profitable.  
He knew that busy routes between major cities had lots of competition, and so profits were very low 
on those routes.  He understood that rail lines to luxury resorts were very profitable, and so it was 
Mr. Axtell who suggested to the Board of the C & O railroad that they acquire The Homestead, and 
the nearby resorts at Warm Springs and Healing Springs, invest in many improvements, and turn 
them into thriving rail destinations.  He was a member of the Board of Directors of that 
corporation, and served as its first President. 
 

Edwin and Mary Sterry could not have even imagined the professional successes that were to 
make their son Fred the most celebrated executive in the American hotel and resort industry, when 
he was born on April 14, 1866 in the small town of Lansingburg, New York.  And yet today, there is 
only one individual to whom we can accurately compare his extraordinary career: Caesar Ritz.  
Young Fred took courses at Albany Business College, a fortuitous choice, as this leading business 
school gave him the tools so essential to success in the highly competitive industry that would 
occupy the remainder of his life. 
 

But Fred Sterry always enjoyed work more than school, and in 1882, at the age of 16, he 
started his first job as a part-time night clerk with the Delavan House, a prominent hotel in Albany.  
In 1883 he was promoted to room clerk, and in June of 1889 he became Assistant Cashier of the 
United States Hotel in Saratoga Springs, New York.  The year 1889 was even more important to 
Fred, for on October 30th he married the lovely Catherine Van Vranken Cleveland.   
 

Fred’s tenure at the legendary United States Hotel was brief, but very important, for it was 
here that he first gained an appreciation for the finest in hotel buildings, furnishings, and service.  
Without any doubt, this splendid structure of brick, stone, and iron was the epitome of palatial 
Victorian hotel grandeur, it was often described as the most beautiful and spectacular in America at 
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the time - - a description that fits the many buildings he helped to design and construct right here at 
The Homestead!  
 

Fred learned quickly at the United States Hotel, and success continued to come his way 
quickly, for in late 1890 he joined the luxurious, new million-dollar Lakewood Hotel in Lakewood, 
New Jersey, as Room Clerk. The next year, 1892, just 25 years old, Fred was appointed Manger of 
the Lakewood! 
 

The Lakewood Hotel was among the grandest and finest resort hotels of its day.  Located 
between Philadelphia and New York City, it attracted the prominent and wealthy from both cities to 
its elegant salons, fine suites, and superb food.  Various members of the Rockefeller family enjoyed 
it so much that they built fine country houses nearby, President Grover Cleveland visited often, and 
Fred was well on his way to an astounding career in what today we call the hospitality industry.  
Along the way, at both the United States Hotel and the Lakewood, a wide spectrum of America’s 
business, financial and social elite came to know and respect the young Hotelier, including J. 
Pierpont Morgan, Cornelius Vanderbilt, John D. Rockefeller, Thomas Edison, George 
Westinghouse, Fred Bliss, Seth Baton French, and Decatur Axtell.  People never forgot Fred’s 
courtesy, professionalism, and ability to operate hotels very successfully. 
 

In the summer of 1893 Fred and Catherine took a tour of Spain, France, Italy, and 
Switzerland.  He was both impressed with and strongly influenced by the location, assets, and 
operations of the resort at Aix-les-Bains in France, where extraordinary accommodations, 
magnificent thermal waters, and perfect service were surrounded by beautiful mountains, and they 
thought of America’s grand, historic mountain resort, The Homestead.  
 

The Homestead is Transformed . . . 
 

Fred understood the tremendous potential for America’s most celebrated spa resort, The 
Homestead.   And he saw an opportunity to work with some of his friends.  In May of 1894 he was 
made Manger of both of the hotels here at Hot Springs, The Virginia and The Homestead.  He also 
provided oversight to the managers who had leased the hotels at Warm Springs and Healing Springs.  
It was no coincidence that so many of the financiers and business leaders he had come to know had 
already become the principal investors in The Homestead, and that he was well known by the 
President of The Homestead back then, Decatur Axtell: they turned to the very best hotel executive 
they could find, and his name was Frederic Sterry. 
 

Fred totally reorganized The Homestead’s operations, to improve service, the quality of 
cuisine and wines, and to improve the furnishings and activities.  His magic was best exemplified in a 
new and luxurious West Wing at The Homestead (not the current West Wing, but the one that 
burned in 1901), which was connected to The Bath House (today’s Spa building) by an indoor 
walkway.  So successful was Fred’s work that “The New Homestead” was officially opened to much 
publicity in 1895. 
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Relaxation and Recreation 
 

Perhaps the most exciting project was construction of the new Spa (originally called The 
Bath House).  After extensive research, the most advanced European spa services as well as the 
latest in physical fitness were added to the most historic and traditional Homestead hydrotherapy 
treatments – including the Spout Bath.  Following nearly a year of construction, and an investment 
of $154,000.  (considered a princely sum in those days), the new Homestead Spa opened in 1892.  It 
quickly became a Haven for all who were seeking relaxation and rejuvenation 

 
The Spa’s private hydrotherapy and massage treatment rooms were considered the most 

luxurious of their day, and catered to the Victorian preference for modesty.  Private, individual 

treatment rooms remain the standard today – albeit magnificently restored, and with 

conveniences we require, but even J. Pierpont Morgan, with his vast wealth, could only dream 

of, such as air conditioning. 
 

As the nineteenth century made way for the twentieth, relaxation began to mean recreation 
for more and more American families.  Equestrian activities were enhanced with a new stable in 
1892 (and by 1899 it required a major expansion).  The Homestead, already internationally renowned 
as a spa resort, was first among southern resorts to offer golf, badminton, tennis, and ten-pin 
bowling to an anxious public.  These “modern sports” were a perfect compliment to the historic 
Homestead recreations: taking the waters, walking the trails, horseback riding, lawn bowling, 
croquet, fishing and carriage rides. 
 

The Casino was completed in 1895, and it is incumbent upon us to explain at the outset that 
it was never a place for gambling.  At the time the word “casino” was frequently applied to a 
building that housed sports of all kinds, and that was – and still is – The Casino’s rôle.  It was home 
to The Homestead Golf and Tennis Club, and the large, high - ceilinged area which today serves so 
effectively as our golf and tennis Pro Shop was originally an indoor badminton court. 
 
 

The Spa Resort Offers a New Treatment 
 
 If the new Spa was our most exciting construction project of the 1890s, it has surely been 
exceeded in both excitement and popularity by a very different project.  As the Spa was being 
constructed, the physicians involved made it clear that the exercise of recreational activities was also 
an essential element of good health, and had to be a part of their treatments.   
 

Although it was not until 1910 that serious exercise equipment arrived in the form of the 
many machines of the famous Dr. Gustave Zander, nearly twenty years earlier the most lasting – and 
best enjoyed – form of recreation became a permanent part of life at The Homestead: the game of 
golf. 
 

Golf came to The Homestead in 1892 with construction of the first six holes of The Old 
Course.  Ladies, elegantly turned out in long, lacey white dresses with broad brimmed bonnets or 
parasols watched and chatted as gentlemen in our club colors of bright red and white whacked away 
at primitive balls with even more rudimentary clubs.  Although The Homestead has always 
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encouraged ladies to enjoy golf, during most of the 19th century ladies preferred to be spectators.  
The first tee of The Old Course, which is still in use today, enjoys the historic distinction of being 
the oldest first tee in continuous use in America. 
 

By about 1898 the game had become more formalized at The Homestead: the club colors of 
bright red and white were required for play, and Fred Sterry decided that a golf professional was 
needed.  Mr. Herbert Augustus Corbett Beauclerk (1852 – 1904) was a local resident of English 
birth (a grandson of the Duke of St. Albans).   He was a charming gentleman, well read and cultured, 
and a fine outdoorsman and sportsman.  Well respected as the finest fly fisherman in the area, he 
was also an excellent shot, and a first - rate horseman. 
 
 Mr. Sterry approached Mr. Beauclerk about becoming the resort’s first Golf Professional, 
and he readily accepted.   Legend has it that the small fact that he had no idea how to play the game 
did not appear to be a detraction to anyone involved.  Mr. Beauclerk did learn much about golf over 
the years, he enjoyed a fine reputation for his teaching skills, and was mentioned in magazine articles 
of the period .  It is said that those lessons were carried out with Mr. Beauclerk standing well to the 
rear of the student, holding a popular golf book behind his back, so that he could refer to it 
periodically! 
 
 As personally charming and as accomplished in other sports as Mr. Beauclerk surely was, a 
more experienced Golf Professional was needed, and Mr. “Wulla” Park was hired for that job.  
Considering his other exceptional talents as an outdoorsman, many today suppose that Mr. 
Beauclerk would have moved on to another position, such as Master of the Hunt or Fly Fishing 
Instructor, but not so:  he remained in overall charge of golf operations for some years. 
 
 His retirement was spent in a small house that a friend had built for him very near The 
Homestead.  He was respected and enjoyed by his many friends and the myriad Homestead guests 
who always appreciated his ready wit and courtly manners.  The house in which he lived was razed 
many years ago. 
 

Golf tournaments began at The Homestead in 1897, and were held each year thereafter.  
These tournaments received lots of publicity in prominent newspapers in Washington, Richmond, 
Atlanta, Philadelphia, and even New York City.  As the tournaments grew, so did the golf course, 
which was expanded to nine holes for the first tournament in 1897.  On October 23, 1898, the New 
York Times reported that “The links throughout the week were crowded with golfers and enthusiastic 
spectators.  Finals were played in the golf tournament . . . .”    
 

Golf at The Homestead was winning high praises from experts all over America, as this 
quote from the New York Times of September 10, 1899 clearly shows: “The well-kept greens have 
won the praise all the visiting experts, and, as usual, golf has been the most popular pastime here this 
Summer.  Everyone is anxiously looking forward to the tournament that will take place the early past 
of October.”  The tournament held in 1899 featured a fine field of players, including Mr. H. M. 
Forrest of the Philadelphia Country Club, who took the first prize, Mr. M. Norris of Dyker 
Meadow, second prize, and Mr. H. R. Johnston of the Chicago Golf Club, third prize. 

 
The Homestead has led the way among American resorts in so many things that it is hardly 

surprising that we popularized golf tournaments for the ladies over a century ago - - but this 
important fact had been lost until we uncovered it recently in our researches.  The Homestead’s first 
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Women’s Tournament, an Open, started on October 12, 1900!  That same year the Men’s 
Tournament attracted over sixty players.  The exceptional popularity of golf here, among social and 
groups guests as well as for special tournaments, made the further expansion of the Old Course an 
inevitable necessity. 
 

The game quickly became so very popular that by 1901 the Old Course was expanded to 18 
holes and 6,000 yards – a prodigious golf course for the first year of the twentieth century!  Frederic 
Sterry understood the importance of golf to the success of a resort, and the many famous Americans 
who enjoyed the game came in increasing numbers.  Golf grew rapidly at The Homestead, led by 
Presidential patronage: William McKinley, the first President to play the game while in office, did so 
here, as did William Howard Taft, (who also enjoys the distinction of being the President who 
visited The Homestead most frequently, for family vacations, and many, many rounds of golf).   

 
By 1913 it was clear that we needed a professionally designed course, and then as now most 

experts acknowledge that Donald Ross was among the greatest golf course architects of all time. and 
The Homestead hired him to work his magic on the Old Course, and magic it surely was – and is!  
He had apprenticed at the birthplace of golf, St. Andrews in Scotland, and was to design what 
remain some of the world’s very finest courses.  Ross clearly put his indelible signature on The Old 
Course:  he “constructed a wonderful and artful course, which bears witness to his philosophy that 
power is secondary to precision in the game of golf,” as one expert so aptly described. 
 
 The Old Course can be forgiving, and it is always fun.  As you enjoy this truly brilliant 
course, do not get distracted by the views, because this Grande Dame of golf still has a few tricks up 
her sleeve to challenge you! 

 
Champagne, Silk Pajamas 

and Championship Golf 
 

In August of 1894 Mr. Jacob Rubino, a highly successful investor and stock trader from 
New York City, visited The Homestead − and romance bloomed!  Like so many others before and 
since, Mr. Rubino fell in love: with our majestic scenery, gentle climate, and all the comforts of The 
Homestead.  So, he bought 1,700 acres of land, quickly established a country estate of magnificent 
proportions. 

 
The summer cottage that the architectural firm of Tracy and Swartwout designed, and which 

Mr. Rubino built, is styled with grand Italianate architecture, with fine buff brickwork, Indiana 
limestone, and hand-wrought iron that features Mr. Rubino’s initials.  And yet, its grand loggias, 
spacious rooms with high ceilings and fine millwork, and Palladian design elements, just may have 
been overshadowed by its primary, original interior design feature.  Consider for a moment the 
scene that greeted his guests: from the grand front door they entered an elegant foyer, and 
immediately came upon a large, indoor swimming pool filled with water from one of the Healing 
Springs!  An indoor swimming pool in place of the typical Victorian parlor was quite bizarre, and 
perhaps regarded as risqué to the point of being just short of scandalous. 
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 Mr. Rubino loved to give large and elaborate parties, and it was said that at his parties the 
Champagne flowed like spring water.  We know that he brought his Champagne, wines and liquors 
up to Hot Springs by the railroad car load, and that he especially enjoyed inviting the socially 
prominent, the wealthy industrialists, and the European nobility who were staying at The 
Homestead to parties at his cottage.  Legend has it that after they had all arrived, the gentlemen in 
evening clothes, the ladies in long gowns and fine jewels, and were enjoying the Champagne, Mr. 
Rubino would come out to greet his guests and have dinner – dressed in his favorite silk pajamas. 
 

In 1923 The Homestead acquired the land and the cottage.  Today the cottage serves as our 
Cascades Club House, with a fine restaurant and pro shop.  The Legendary William S. Flynn 
designed The Cascades Course, and it is truly championship golf.  It is ranked as the Number One 
golf course in Virginia, and consistently ranked in the top fifty of the over 16,000 courses in 
America. 
 

When we were building the tenth tee we found Mr. Rubino’s garbage dump.  His servants 
had dumped all those empty champagne, wine and liquor bottles in one place, and in those days The 
Homestead owned a fleet of dump trucks.  Each of those dump trucks held two tons per load, and 
the records in our Homestead Archives show that it took ten truck loads to clean out all the empty 
bottles.  The legends about Mr. Rubino’s parties must have been true, because that amounts to forty 
thousand pounds of empty bottles! 
 

The Cascades Course has enjoyed an outstanding history, one that places it among the 
premier courses in America.  “Slamin” Sammy Snead, a legend in his own right, was born here in 
Hot Springs, grew up on his family farm, learned to play golf on The Old Course, and he perfected 
his game on The Cascades Course.  Dozens of the world’s most famous golfers, both professional 
and amateur, have made history on The Homestead’s courses.  In fact, The Cascades Course has 
hosted seven United States Golf Association championships and two Senior P.G.A. Championships. 
 

William S. Flynn’s exceptional design for the Cascades Course was a decisive part of his 
growing reputation as one of the world’s most talented golf course architects.  Here  at The 
Homestead we understood from experience his genius for understanding the ways in which the 
natural topography could best be crafted into a championship course.   Just as every golf course 
requires the most careful and professional maintenance, so too the many advances to the game of 
golf affect play on every course.  Consider, for a moment, how very different the game is today from 
the hickory-shaft clubs, gutta-percha balls, and very different rules of earlier eras, and it quickly 
becomes evident that while the history of the game is a rich part of the heritage of golf, courses 
periodically call for renewal.  And so, in 1925, The Homestead’s Resident Manager, Christian 
Anderson, once again turned to William S. Flynn, and he provided a superlative set of enhancements 
to Donald Ross’ brilliant original designs.  Today the Old Course is revered, for it unites the genius 
of both Donald Ross and William S. Flynn, providing an unparalleled experience. 

 
It is a special tribute to the hospitality of The Homestead that Mr. Flynn, with his wife and 

daughter, were frequent Homestead guests.  He certainly enjoyed the challenges of his own deigns 
on frequent rounds of golf, and his daughter fondly recalls that he often proclaimed The Homestead 
as the most romantic resort in America. 
 

Robert Trent Jones, Sr. visited The Homestead often, played excellent golf (often at the 
various pro – am tournaments that were so popular then), and relaxed in our peaceful valley.  The 
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legendary Mr. Jones did much more than just enjoy golf at The Homestead: he designed our third 
golf course, the Lower Cascades.  It presents the golfer with fairways and greens that compliment 
both The Old Course and The Cascades, rounding out the game that is both a pastime and a way of 
life.  
 

Character is Timeless . . . 
 

As much as The Homestead was transformed by these impressive additions, that which 
defines our character never changed.  The gracious service and dedication to the individual wishes of 
each guest remained, as they do today, the bedrock of the personal relationship that The Homestead 
fosters with every guest.  The distinguishing quality of every visit to The Homestead is our 
commitment to exceed your expectations.  Guests whose visits are a sixth generation tradition and 
those who are experiencing The Homestead for the very first time all regard The Homestead as their 
personal Home Away From Home. 

 

. . .  As are Our Oldest Sports 
 

The Homestead has always known that our guests hold two ancient recreations dear – in 
fact, these “sports” have been favorites of our guests since 1766: dining and dancing.  From the 
earliest days when taking the waters were believed to be medicinal and music was a retainer with a 
fiddle, to the grand ballrooms and elegant dances, lavish dinners and imported luxuries of Victorian 
feasts, dining well and the romance of dance have been favorite recreational activities. 
 

Chef Romeo degli Antoni, our first French - trained Chef, was recruited by Frederic Sterry 
and arrived at The Homestead in 1901.  Chef Romeo did much to transform The Homestead’s 
cuisine, bringing classical training, personal talent, and the influences of both France and Italy to his 
profession.  When he retired three decades later, in 1931, Chef Francois Dulom of Paris took over 
The Homestead kitchens, and refined our already famous cuisine.  Chef Dulom was much 
appreciated for reviving many traditional Southern favorites with his classic technique. 
 
 After another three decades, when Chef Dulom retired, Albert Schnarwyler became our 
Executive Chef, and he directed The Homestead’s kitchens for over four decades.  The finest 
classical foundation in his native Switzerland, combined with a perfect sense of taste and proportion, 
and the wisdom to distinguish between innovation and fad, produced one of America’s greatest 
culinary masters.  In the Autumn of 2002, after 43 years at the helm, Chef Albert chose retirement, 
the delights of traveling, home cooking, and the joys of his first grandchild.  The Homestead 
promoted Josef Schelch, who had served for nearly two decades as our Executive Sous Chef, and he 
is today our Executive Chef, leading a culinary team to carry forward and enhance the resorts 
prominence in the world of superb cuisine. 
 

Any discussion of dining at The Homestead would be inexcusably incomplete without a 
careful consideration of the most artistic aspect of fine cuisine: pastry.  The most famous of all 
Homestead Pastry Chefs is surely Roland Mesnier, who has gained an international reputation as 
The White House Pastry Chef.  When Chef Mesnier decamped to our nation’s capitol, Michel Finel 
became our Executive Pastry Chef, and he has brought the eye of a great artist and the plate of a 
great chef to his craft.  From the legendary donuts, brioche, Danish and biscuits at Breakfast to the 
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five kinds of bread fresh – baked every day, to the extraordinary cakes, frozen disserts, pies, candies 
and special creations for dinner, Chef Michel and his dedicated staff have made the finest pastries an 
essential part of The Homestead’s “Oldest Sport”! 
 

The Grande Dame gets a New Wardrobe 
 

We have digressed!  Let us return to our historical narrative: a new century has dawned, and 
the year is 1901.  The Homestead’s guests enjoyed some of the most elegant and beautifully 
furnished resort buildings in America.  Everywhere the tall, strong columns, rich architectural detail, 
gentle, flowing arches, and graceful proportions were the at the heart of buildings that provided a 
commanding, stately presence.  Exceptional, personal service, superb cuisine, fine wines, and 
attention to every detail were assured by Frederic Sterry’s careful, professional attention. 
 

During the summer season of 1901, The Homestead was busy, and Fred Sterry, our 
renowned General Manager, was busy managing it to assure that every guest received the very best 
every time.  He and his family were living in the new, elegant home he had constructed, and which 
they called “The Pillars.”  Today you will still see this elegant house with its imposing, tall pillars on 
the right as you walk out The Homestead’s front door.   Mr. Decatur Axtell was here, too, with his 
family.  He had much to do during the summer “high season” here, and stayed in the house he had 
built for his family, which also still stands – today it is called “Kay Cottage” or simply “the pink 
house” on the corner of Shady Lane and Delafield Road.  

 
On the evening of July 2nd, a fire began in those new hotel buildings, perhaps from the wood 

burning ovens in the bake shop or kitchens.  Those were the days long before smoke detectors and 
sprinkler systems, and by three that same morning, The Homestead’s hotel buildings were gone: 
nothing remained of them but brick chimneys and lots of smoke. The extraordinary qualities of The 
Homestead’s employees were never better evidenced than on that fateful evening, because it was 
through their quick thinking and personal courage that all of our guests were immediately and safely 
evacuated, with no loss of life and no serious injuries – in fact, most of the luggage and personal 
clothing were also recovered. 
 

The staff quickly turned their attention toward saving the Spa, which was connected to the 
West Wing.  By demolishing part of that connecting walkway, the Spa never caught fire, and it is 
today one of our greatest and most historic assets. 
 

In 1901, replacement value insurance did not exist, and most businesses that suffered such 
devastating fires simply closed.  The Homestead had capital, because J. Pierpont Morgan, George 
Bliss, Seth Barton French, Decatur Axtell and the other major investors were firm believers in the 
therapeutic value of the resort’s exceptional mineral spring waters, and in Fred Sterry’s abilities.  Spa 
resorts and their mineral springs had been a favorite of Mr. Morgan’s since his youth, and he 

always believed in their restorative powers.  And so, owners and managers together decided that 

this was an opportunity, and that a better Homestead would quickly be built, and filled with 

every modern comfort and convenience. 
 

In a matter of days a team was on site planning what we now call the “new” Homestead – 
the buildings that you see and enjoy today.  The first of these new buildings opened for our guests in 
record time (less than one year) on March 10, 1902.  When you arrive at The Homestead today you 
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enter through the original Porte Cochère, you may enjoy traditional Homestead afternoon tea in the 
same Great Hall, and you may well stay in the very same guestrooms.  Today, these fine buildings 
continue to delight Homestead guests, and continue to be a tribute to the genius of Frederic Sterry.  
All of these new buildings are constructed of Kentucky red brick, limestone and steel, and include 
every modern non-combustible feature.  And over the years we have added extensive sprinkler 
systems and advanced electronic safety equipment. 
 
 The Grande Dame of the Mountains had a new wardrobe, and our loyal guests most 
decidedly approved, for patronage was quickly better than ever!  Our new wardrobe was fashioned 
in the most elegant, classical colonial style of architecture, continuing the tradition begun by Dr. 
Goode in the previous century.  Conveniences then rarely seen in the homes of the wealthiest 
Americans were commonplace at the new Homestead, such as steam heat in every room, indoor 
bathrooms with tubs featuring cold and hot running water, and even electricity and telephones 
(which were the latest, wall mounted, crank variety), all hallmark’s of Frederic Sterry’s experience 
and expertise. 
 

The demands of our loyal patrons required many happy additions to The Homestead in 
these early years of the twentieth century.  The West Wing was opened in 1904, and immediately 
became the favorite of the entire Vanderbilt clan, who reserved many adjoining suites for the 
frequent visits.  In 1914 the East Wing was completed, and the Theatre, the Crystal Room, the 
Empire Room and the Garden Room debuted in 1923.  By the late 1920s additional space was again 
required, and the Tower was opened to much praise in 1929 – and it has been our hallmark ever 
since. 
 

A Summer Cottage Sojourn 
  

Spas and sports were by no means the only developments of this lively period.  The end of 
the Victorian Age brought great prosperity and great expectations to these United States, and The 
Homestead was more than ever the place to relax, and the place to see and to be seen.  All of the old 
guest cottages that had dotted the resort property, by this time in poor condition and quite outdated, 
were razed.  In their place sprang up a dozen lovely new cottages for guests with their families.  
Each included ample rooms, wide porches to catch each summer breeze, and all arrayed restfully on 
the Spacious lawns, amid the shade of silver maple and oak trees and well manicured shrubbery.  
The vestiges of seven of these cottages remain today, greatly altered over the generations.  Most 
are now occupied by specialty shops; one is home to The Homestead KidsClub, while another is 
Allegheny Outfitters, supplying guests and local citizenry alike with the finest in sporting and 
outdoor attire. 
 
 J. P. Morgan was, of course, a regular guest (if you can be a guest in your own resort), as was 
M. E. Ingalls, who built a summer cottage nearby, Decatur Axtell, Frederic Sterry and Seth Barton 
French, whose elegant cottages still stand.  These were, of course, cottages in name only.  As large 
private summer houses, they were occupied by family and friends for “the season,” which ran from 
about April through early Autumn. 
 

One of the most famous cottages was built about 1899 by Seth Barton French, a partner of 
Mr.  Morgan in the famous New York banking firm.  Mr. French also built a guest cottage and yet 
another elegant structure for his mother-in-law, on the large tract of land that is still known as 
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French’s Hill.  Mr. French’s elegant thirty room cottage was constructed in the neoclassic style, and 
he called it Barton Lodge.  It was later acquired by Joseph B. Whitehead, Sr., who with his wife 
changed the official name to Malvern Hall (though you will still hear many local residents refer to it 
as “Coca Cola Cottage” because Mr. Whitehead was one of the first investors in the Coca Cola 
Company). 
 

What Do They Do in Hot Springs? 
 
 Long ago Robert E. Lee wrote a charming little poem called “What Do They Do in Hot 
Springs?”  Decades after his literary efforts had been all but forgotten, an entrepreneurial interloper 
decided that what we did not do in Hot Springs provided him with some outstanding opportunities. 
 
 Of the many private cottages which still dot The Homestead landscape, Woodland Cottage 
enjoys the most colorful history.  About 1912 Thomas O’Brien visited The Homestead, and he 
promptly decided that despite the many activities we provided for our guests, something was still 
lacking – and he could enjoy the financial fruits of our oversight.  He purchased a small property 
from The Homestead, and his choice of locations was later to prove his undoing.  He proceeded to 
have a large field-stone and cedar shake cottage constructed, and when it was finished, its front 
entrance sat across from the dining room of Mr. Axtell’s family cottage (Mr. Axtell, you may recall, 
was President of The Homestead.)   
 

It is at this juncture that the details take on the aura of legend.  It is said that Mr. Axtell 
gazed out his dining room window during breakfast one morning, and through the trees noticed that 
several roulette and blackjack tables, along with quite a large number of beds, were being installed in 
Mr. O’Brien’s new cottage. 
 

The only games of chance at The Homestead were those friendly diversions enjoyed by 
ladies and gentlemen when equestrian pursuits, golf, tennis, fishing, et cetra were rendered impossible 
by the intervention of Mother Nature.  Most assuredly, The Homestead was already quite full of 
ladies – and while all of them could be seen each evening in long dresses and fine jewels in The 
Dining Room and Ball Room, none of them could ever be said to have been “of the evening!” 
 

These facts are well documented, however: Mr. O’Brien quickly learned that The 
Homestead, and the Sheriff, had every intention of enforcing the restrictions in his deed and the 
laws of the Commonwealth.  After some unpleasant financial reverses caused by the lack of 
expected cash flow, the land and the cottage were sold back to The Homestead.  Nothing more was 
ever heard of Mr. O’Brien. 
 
 The summer “cottages” immediately adjacent to The Homestead have always been, and 
today remain, privately owned.  Most were built throughout the first several decades of the twentieth 
century, in a variety of elegant architectural styles.  Modern plumbing, heating, and air conditioning 
have extended their usefulness, and many are now year round private residences.  The era of 
building the great cottages next to The Homestead has reached its conclusion, as no additional land 
next to the Grande Dame of the Mountains remains for private use. 
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American Princes of Industry 
Meet an English King 

 
The Homestead guest registers document many visits from the most prominent families in 

America: Morgan, Astor, Kellogg, Firestone, Vanderbilt, Carnegie, Rothschild, Westinghouse, 
Edison, Guggenheim, Ford, Rockefeller, DuPont and many others whose names are less familiar 
today.  Sojourns of three to five weeks (and often even longer) were typical, and household servants 
accompanied most families.  
 
 These American princes of banking, business, and industry were soon joined by those 
bearing the hereditary titles of prince, countess, duke, and baron.  Of the cavalcade of European and 
Asian nobility and royalty to make The Homestead their Home Away From Home, the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor are assuredly the most famous.  Newspaper accounts of their arrival at The 
Homestead reveal the opulence of their lifestyle:  “His Royal Highness the Duke and Her Grace the 
Duchess of Windsor arrived yesterday afternoon at The Homestead with twelve servants and three 
truck loads of luggage.  It has been announced that they plan a thirty day visit . . . .”  
 

The Duchess was internationally famous for many reasons, and her extraordinary collection 
of fine jewelry was well known.  Although The Homestead is an exceptionally safe and peaceful 
place, prudence dictated that her jewels be secured.  As they would not all fit into even all of our 
largest safety deposit boxes, The Homestead Comptroller was assigned the duty of locking them in 
the main vault − and retrieving whatever the Duchess might request each day.  He learned a great 
deal about jewelry during that month, because the Duchess was notorious for changing her mind – 
often a dozen times — as to just which jewels she would wear each evening. 
 
 The Windsor’s did make The Homestead their Home Away From Home for thirty days, and 
almost every day the Duke enjoyed playing golf with some of his many friends, while the Duchess 
visited the Salon to have her coiffure adjusted and enjoy a manicure.  The princes of American 
business and industry entertained them at their cottages, and were feted in return at lavish parties in 
The Homestead’s elegant private dining rooms.  Guests often ask us what those twelve servants 
found to do for an entire month; after all, The Homestead provides a huge staff and opulent, 
personal service.  That is one question that the records in The Homestead Archives cannot answer, 
but perhaps they needed an entire month just to unpack the three truck loads of luggage! 
 

When their month long sojourn was over, and as they were checking out, the Duke was 
handed their bill.  He looked at it briefly, and said very quietly “I don’t know what to do with this!” 
and promptly left.  It seems that they had in fact been invited to stay at The Homestead as guests of 
one of our most loyal patrons – but in the excitement of hosting one of the world’s most famous 
royal couples, he had forgotten to tell The Homestead that the Windsor’s were his guests!  And, he 
had been unexpectedly called back to New York City on urgent business, so he was not here when 
they departed.  The gentleman was decidedly embarrassed, and of course The Homestead received 
full payment at once. 

 
The Windsor’s enjoyed The Homestead so very much that they returned on their own for 

several weeks, and favored our resort’s most appreciated activities:  golf, relaxing in the Spa, and of 
course wonderful dinners with friends old and new! 
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Mr. Rockefeller Rides, 
Mr. Vanderbilt Relaxes 

 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the famous American industrialist, enjoyed The Homestead often.  

Although he loved to play golf, his favorite activity was driving himself along our many miles of 
scenic carriage trails.  He brought his favorite carriage with him, which posed no inconvenience, as 
there was plenty of room in the two private railroad cars that brought him, his family and their 
servants.  But he was not the first Rockefeller to visit, nor the last.  John D. Rockefeller, Sr. 
introduced the family to The Homestead, and the noted philanthropist, patron of the arts, and Vice 
President of the United States Nelson Rockefeller enjoyed a mineral bath and massage after his 
frequent rounds of golf on The Old Course and The Cascades Course. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt, III came to The Homestead for their Honeymoon, and 
returned each spring and fall for nearly half a century to relax from the demands of the New York 
social season.  The Vanderbilt’s were the leaders of the New York social scene, and typically 
entertained over ten thousand people every year.  Their house at 640 Fifth Avenue was designed for 
entertaining on a truly grand scale: it had seventy rooms, thirty-six bathrooms, and a staff of thirty-
eight that included a French chef and an English butler. 
 

The Vanderbilt’s were also world travelers, frequently using one of their several yachts for 
their tours.  They knew the best the world had to offer, and they chose The Homestead as their 
Home Away From Home.  It is said that when asked why they preferred The Homestead over every 
other resort, Mrs. Vanderbilt answered that only The Homestead could match the cuisine of their 
own French chef, and the service of their own English butler. 

 
Trap, Skeet and English Sporting Clays 
 

Prince Ludovico Pignatelli d’Aragon, a cousin of King Alfonso of Spain and one of the 
diplomats in the Spanish Legation at Washington, was a regular Homestead guest, as were many 
other diplomats.  Prince Pignatelli proposed the first sporting pigeon shoot at The Homestead gun 
club in October of 1911.  Those competing included Baron Marcus Rosencrantz, H. E. Weatherbee, 
Archibald McCrae, and of course Prince Pignatelli, who supplied the prizes.  Spectators included 
Mrs. Edgar Bright of New Orleans, Mr. Weatherbee’s daughter Mary, Miss Margaret Wilke, and 
Mrs. McCrae. 

 
Shooting sports became more popular each year at The Homestead, and in 1933 our 

Shooting Club opened in its mountain top location.  The challenges of these sports have been 
among the best-loved activities ever since.  The tranquility of our peaceful valley is never disturbed, 
because our Shooting Club is literally on top: on top of the mountain, with the distance needed to 
quell the shots, and fantastic views for every shooter.  A 22 range and English Sporting Clays have 
been added to trap, skeet and five-stand, and The Homestead has been host to the Range Rover 
Cup, a favorite of "Stormin" Norman Schwartzkopf. 
 



TTTTHE  HE  HE  HE  HHHHOMESTEAD OMESTEAD OMESTEAD OMESTEAD ::::        AAAA        BBBBRIEF  RIEF  RIEF  RIEF  HHHHISTORYISTORYISTORYISTORY 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Copyright © 1999, 2004 The Homestead, LC  Page 25 
15R 11/2004 JRH 
 

Walking through History 
     
 Along with Taking the Waters and all manner of equestrian activities, walking our peaceful 
trails through the forests and meadows of our mountains and valley are truly age old Homestead 
traditions.  In the early days, before our American Revolution, this meant  following the Buffalo 
trails, stopping for refreshment as you traversed a stream, and resting periodically to enjoy a 
spectacular vista.  Physicians were fond of prescribing this gentle form of exercise to their patients 
who were here to Take the Waters, and over the generations these trails were expanded and 
improved. 
 

The Homestead carefully maintains many miles of exceptionally scenic and peaceful walking 
trails.  Thomas Edison and Henry Ford were among America’s most illustrious inventors and 
industrialists, and they are now integral parts of American history.  They were also close personal 
friends who frequently vacationed together with their families.  The Homestead was a favorite stop 
along their journey to and from their summer homes in Florida, and their favorite relaxation was 
taking long walks together on our scenic trails.  Consider for a moment what fascinating things they 
must have discussed as they were restored by the pure mountain air and inspired by the splendor 
that nature has placed all around us. 
 
  The Homestead’s guests enjoy these very same trails today, which include everything from 
calm and winding walks to the serious workout of the Deer Lick Trail.  And yet everyone’s perennial 
favorite is surely The Cascades Gorge Trail.  It has long been the choice of couples on their 
honeymoon, because its waterfalls and extraordinary rock formations provide the perfect settings for 
photographs and memories that last a lifetime.  It is a special favorite with families, because those 
same magnificent waterfalls and astonishing geology provide the perfect opportunity for parents and 
kids to enjoy nature together.  

 
The Cascades Gorge Trail presents us with yet another spectacle, because along the ridges 

and hills that surround its falls are specimens of dogwood, rhododendron, azalea, laurel and many 
other native flora that grow to astounding heights.  The center of attraction along The Cascades 
Gorge Trail is its thirteen water falls, as over three million gallons of spring water each day provide 
nature’s own pure symphony of sight and sound.  
 
 

The Great War : Rationing and Relaxation  
 

What we today call World War I was known in its own day as The War to End all Wars, or 
more simply as The Great War.  Even before America officially entered the fray, the belligerents 
made certain that we were affected.  Travel abroad, a favorite activity of so many loyal Homestead 
patrons, was increasingly difficult and often dangerous.  The importation of many luxury goods was 
curtailed as war supplies and munitions took precedence. 
 

If anything, these hardships only encouraged Americans to enjoy The Homestead as their 
safe haven and Home Away From Home.  Menus from this period are found in our Homestead 
Archives, and they tell the story of rationing.  Each Menu bears the appropriate government license 
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numbers at the bottom, and the items offered show a return to our heritage of savoring local 
produce, meats and game. 
 

Espionage in peaceful Hot Springs! 
 
 These were the days when electric lighting was still a new technology, and bare bulbs often 
hung from the ceiling on silk covered electric cords.  One such bulb was located in the attic of a 
private cottage near The Homestead, and like everyone else, this cottage kept its windows open day 
and night during the summer season, because air conditioning was still only a dream.  This 
unfortunate light was left burning by mistake, and it swayed back and forth in the breeze.  That 
motion, together with the mullions in the window, convinced some exceptionally patriotic 
Homestead guests that a spy was in our midst, sending messages in secret code with this newfangled 
electric light. 
 
 The Homestead’s managers failed to take their concerns with sufficient solemnity.  They 
suggested to guests that in our peaceful valley the only thing of strategic importance was the weather 
forecast used to plan the next days activities, or Chef’s menu for that evening’s dinner.  The fact that 
such a signaling method was unlikely to reach across the Atlantic was also deemed irrelevant, and 
several guests notified the authorities in Washington that espionage was rampant in Hot Springs.  
The caliber of The Homestead’s guests influenced the Secret Service to investigate, the offending 
light bulb was turned off, and the “spies” were heard from no more. 
 

Mr.  Christian S.  Anderson, 
    General Manager  de Luxe 
 

Christian Schmidt Andersen was among of the most influential and important figures in the 
history of The Homestead, and yet he is largely ignored in previous publications about our resort.  
Mr. Andersen was born in 1880 in Aarhus, Denmark, and quickly showed an aptitude for both 
accounting and the warm, friendly attitude that is so important to effective management of a great 
resort.  He was a good student, and during his early college years focused primarily on accounting, at 
which he excelled.  During college he also held part time jobs in important hotels, and found that he 
enjoyed working with guests and his fellow staff just as much as “crunching the numbers,” so he 
attended hotel management school in Switzerland. 
 

Mr. Andersen’s early hotel career was distinguished, and a harbinger of what was to come.  
He served in front desk and management positions in famous hotels in Copenhagen and South 
Africa, then the Savory in London, and the Ritz in Paris.  He came to the United States in 1912, to 
become assistant manager of the Ritz Carlton hotel in New York City, and his expertise was quickly 
recognized.   
 

In 1913, he became the General Manager of the Congress Hotel in Chicago, which as at that 
time one of America’s finest large hotels, with an international reputation for excellence. The 
Congress Hotel was built to the highest standards in 1893 for the Columbia World’s Exposition (the 
World’s Fair), with 850 rooms and suites which were noted for their large, spacious size and 
luxurious amenities and furnishings.  Mr. Andersen immediately began to make his mark on the 
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Congress, improving the quality of its cuisine and service, directing the renovation of guestrooms, 
and the restoration of its famous ballroom, the Gold Room. 

 
Many of The Homestead’s regular guests, and those who had invested in our resort, came to 

know Mr. Andersen during their visits to Chicago, because the Congress Hotel was the favored 
lodging for people like George Bliss, Thomas Edison, Harvey Firestone, Henry Ford, and many 
others.  When Decatur Axtell and Frederic Sterry left The Homestead in 1912, there was a 
management vacuum that was not adequately filled until Christian S. Andersen arrived here in 1917 
to become the Managing Director (or General Manager) of The Homestead. 

 
Mr. Andersen, his wife and children arrived, and they took up residence in what today we 

know as the “Manager’s Cottage” on Park Lane.  Mr. Andersen quickly filled the management gap 
that had existed since Frederic Sterry’s departure. And, he had many important talents that were to 
be needed and tested. 

 
The Homestead had several serious requirements in 1917, and it would be a mistake to think 

of one as more important than another, for all were inter-related, and all required prompt and highly 
professional attention.  Guests were not pleased with the lack of personal attention and friendliness 
that had existed after Mr. Sterry’s departure, the cuisine and service had deteriorated, and our resort 
badly needed a new and larger a la carte dining room (the kind of restaurant that the 1766 Grille is 
today), a second Ballroom, and a movie theatre.  Mr. Andersen worked diligently and most 
effectively on all of these challenges, with great success. 

 
He worked so very well with both guests and staff that he quickly became, as Mr. Sterry had 

been before, much loved by all.  Additional professional kitchen staffing came from his contacts in 
Chicago and New York, and the quality of the cuisine improved quickly.  Service is always a first 
consideration at great hotels and resorts, and Christian Andersen had a true “servant’s heart,” and it 
showed.  He simply loved to be with people, and to make them know how important they were to 
The Homestead. 

 
The 1920’s brought boom times to America, and to The Homestead.  Occupancy at our 

resort was high, and guests wanted more and more activities.  1923 was a banner year, and Christian 
Andersen was at the center of the action.  His experience and expertise were the guiding forces 
behind the design of some of our most elegant and loved public rooms, which opened in 1923.  The 
Garden Room was a favorite of guests who were coming back into The Homestead from outdoor 
activities, and was also used for afternoon tea; the Empire Room, which was originally the new a la 
carte restaurant, was an immediate and great success.  The Theatre was designed for both silent 
movies and stage productions, and Mr. Anderson had it converted for the new “talking pictures” in 
1930; and the Crystal Room has been one of the most elegant and loved public rooms in The 
Homestead since it opened.  It served then, just as it does now, as a ballroom, venue for parties of 
all kinds, and the perfect place for weddings and receptions. 
 

The Cascades Course owes its design to the legendary and extraordinary William S. Flynn, its 
construction to many capable hands (including a teenage Sam Snead) who were most ably directed 
by an exceptional and most professional Civil Engineer, Mr. R. H. Patterson, and to the leadership 
of Christian Andersen.  1923 brought the acquisition of Mr. Jacob Rubino’s property and buildings, 
together with an adjoining farm.  William S. Flynn’s design for the Cascades Course has been 
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legendary ever since, and for good reason: it is truly championship golf.  And, it just may be the 
jewel in Mr. Anderson’s crown!    

 
Mr. Andersen was keenly aware that since Frederic Sterry’s departure The Homestead had 

lacked direction and professional management, and had suffered accordingly; his many achievements 
include: 
 
• Mr. Clyde R. Pace, a professional Consulting Engineer, was retained to inspect the property, 

with particular attention to the stokers for the boilers, and submit a report on needed 
improvements. 

• The powerhouse had new equipment installed, and a new and larger conduit from the Power 
House to the West Wing was completed. 

• 1918 brought a plan for the renovation of guestrooms and suites, with a specified number of 
rooms to be repainted and receive new furnishing each year, and bathrooms to be upgraded with 
new lighting fixtures and new tubs. 

• The Homestead first offered employee insurance in 1918, when each full time employee who 
had worked for the company for at least 1 year was given life insurance underwritten by The 
Equitable Insurance Co.; the total cost for all employees was “about $3,000. a year.” 

• A new double-door entrance was installed to the Dining Room (the entrance still in use today), 
which included a glass fan-light at the top. 

• Tub rooms in The Spa were paneled with bead and board, and newly painted. 
• The entrance foyer to the Spa was refurbished. 
• A variety of new Spa treatments were added. 
• The Indoor Pool received a complete interior update. 
• Elevator equipment was improved and updated. 
• New and state-of-the-art kitchen equipment was installed. 
 

One of the most important and lasting of the many achievements of Mr. Andersen’s 
remarkable career at the helm of The Homestead was the design and construction of our famous 
Tower.  Design began in 1927, and Mr. Andersen’s experience with the New York architectural firm 
of Warren and Wetmore sealed their choice as architects.  Mr. Charles D. Wetmore of that firm had 
worked with and very much impressed Mr. Andersen during his tenure at the Ritz Carlton hotel in 
New York, as he was also the lead architect for that hotel’s construction and for its expansion and 
periodic renovation.  The Homestead’s Tower, which together they designed, constructed and 
furnished, is one of the very finest resort buildings in America. 
 

Christian Andersen did so very much to make The Homestead what it is today, and to assure 
its survival during bankruptcy and the Depression, that he is truly one of the unsung heroes of our 
resort.  Sadly, Mr. Andersen died unexpectedly at his house here on December 19, 1931.  He was 
genuinely beloved by his co-workers and guests alike, and was another in the long history of 
exceptional, gifted managers that are so vital a part of our Homestead history and heritage. 
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Photographs Chronicle the Generations 
 

The Homestead has enjoyed the expertise of several official photographers, and over the 
generations they have chronicled our history in pictures.  One of the most revealing of these 
photographs was taken back in 1931, and it depicts four immaculately attired gentlemen in The 
Homestead gardens.  The occasion was the fiftieth annual visit that these gentlemen and their 
families were enjoying at The Homestead!  Even then we measured time in generations, and it is 
today just as it was in 1931 or even 1831: for some families, The Homestead was a tradition 
spanning many generations, and other families were beginning a new tradition for themselves, 
because The Homestead provides the perfect climate to nurture family traditions. 
 

Yet another photograph documents a sleigh ride through the snow.  The gentleman driving 
the sleigh is Mr. Walter Pettus, and if you have enjoyed dinner in our Dining Room you have 
probably been greeted by another gentleman of the Pettus family.  Our celebrated Maître d’Hôtel, 
Woody Pettus, carries on the family tradition.  In fact, the Pettus family, like so many others, records 
their heritage of life at The Homestead by the generation. 
 
 The Homestead has maintained a most professional upholstery shop for well over a century.  
At one time we even made all of our own mattresses by hand right here in our own workrooms, 
although today that art is more effectively practiced in larger premises, and so we commission 
bedding to our exact specifications.  The story of a conversation some years ago with one of our 
upholsterers is, however, indicative of the skill and dedication that are the hallmark of the 
Homestead’s staff.  As the gentleman was putting the finishing touches on a beautifully upholstered 
wing chair, he was asked when he learned his profession.  He responded “In 1809,” which was quite 
true, because he came from a long line of expert upholsterers. 
  

A Change of Pace 
 
 Life was serene at The Homestead after The Great War.  As guests lounged in comfortable 
rockers on the veranda, their gaze straying from the manicured lawns and lush flowers to family and 
friends returning from tennis, golf or a carriage ride to change for afternoon tea.  A sumptuous 
dinner was accompanied by fine vintage wines, followed by a leisurely stroll to the elegant Ball 
Room for dancing and coffee.  The crisp mountain air brought sound slumber, and the new day 
promised fishing, a mineral bath and massage in the Spa, perhaps a picnic at the Cascades Gorge 
Waterfalls, or even the newly popular game of golf. 
 
 Such was the relaxing and pastoral scene that Homestead guests enjoyed, and a more perfect 
way to pass the seasons can hardly be imagined.  Yet this tranquil scene was about to change 
forever.  The dry weather and Midwestern dust bowls aggravated the Great Depression, and with 
them came great change.  Travel was again a luxury.  Most fortunately, Christian Andersen was The 
Homestead’s General Manager at the time. 
  

Christian Andersen was more than an extraordinary resort manager, he was also a most 
professional and experienced financial manager, though his expertise did not sufficiently influence 
the fiscal policies of the Board of Directors of The Homestead’s parent company at that time, 
Virginia Hot Springs. 
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The Homestead’s famous Tower, our unmistakable hallmark, opened in 1929.  The cost of 

construction were unfortunately combined with final payments for the original $1.  million bond 
issue, because the Board had failed to follow Mr. Morgan’s original payment plan after his death.  To 
make matters worse, another of Mr. Morgan’s very prudent business practices had also been 
abandoned by the Board of  Directors: cash reserves no longer existed, because they had all been 
converted into stocks that had no value after the collapse of the market.  The combination of these 
factors was much more than an ailing economy could buoy. This was a most difficult situation for 
any resort manager, but Christian Andersen met the challenges with consummate ability and 
professionalism. 
 

The Virginia Hot Springs Company (then The Homestead’s parent firm) was reorganized 
under the direction of the bankruptcy courts.  Most conscientious and able independent overseers 
were appointed by the court, in accord with legal requirements.  The Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
held the largest financial investment, and it was both diligent in its fiduciary responsibilities and most 
helpful.  These efforts, together with much hard work from everyone involved, had a most happy 
ending, for Virginia Hot Springs was able to discharge all of its obligations and emerge from the 
control of the court.  The Chesapeake and Ohio remained the largest investor until 1948, when the 
Virginia Hot Springs Company purchased their investment. 
 

Mr. Andersen knew exactly what was needed, and he had the courage to get the job done.  
He streamlined operations and marketed those things that have always been The Homestead’s 
strongest assets: grand relaxation, great recreation, gourmet cuisine, and superb service.  He 
developed and marketed “The Country Club Plan,” which was a pioneering effort among American 
resorts.  This Plan was what today we would call a “package,” and it provided a family with 
accommodations, meals, and activities for the entire family for an entire week, for a fixed price.  The 
Country Club Plan was an immediate success, and brought guests back to The Homestead in 
growing numbers.  Mr. Andersen also knew it was time to allow a radical change in The 
Homestead’s traditional dress code for the Dining Room, and henceforth white tie and tailcoats, 
while still encouraged, were supplemented by the radically new tuxedo.  Rumor has it that, on 
occasion, Jazz was even played at dinner, and even in the Ball Room and the Crystal Room! 
 

George Slosson, Jr., became General Manager after Mr. Anderson’s untimely death in late 
1931, and he brought strong organizational abilities and a renewed focus on our tradition of friendly, 
personal service.  The Grande Dame of the mountains had survived to see that The Great War and 
worldwide depression had set the stage for strife on an international scale, followed by a new way of 
life and leisure here at home. 
 

A Truly Diplomatic Mission 
 
 
 Japan’s famous naval strategist, Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku, had studied in the United 
States, and he is said to have very wisely warned his countrymen not to “awaken the sleeping giant” 
of American indignation and industry.  The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor did much more than 
just awaken America.  For all their historic differences, the States became United as never before, 
every energy was focused on victory, and The Homestead became part of the effort in some 
surprising ways. 
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 The State Department “requested” that The Homestead close its doors to guests for a short 
period and accept several hundred persons who required secure internment.  These were to be a 
minimum of four hundred Japanese diplomats, consular officials, and their families, along with the 
Japanese press corps and some important Japanese businessmen.  They were to receive the same 
exceptional quality of service and food that The Homestead provided to our regular guests, and it 
was made clear that how well we treated those internees would directly affect how American 
diplomats and their families were treated in Tokyo, Berlin and Rome.  This was now a very serious 
responsibility and considering the sentiments that Pearl Harbor had invoked a truly diplomatic 
mission. 
 
 The F. B. I. and the Border Patrol surrounded The Homestead with sentry boxes and 
floodlights for their guards, and otherwise established absolute security.  The F. B. I. carefully 
investigated the background of every Homestead employee (nearly one thousand in all), and it came 
as no surprise to us that, without exception, all were fully approved.  By April of the following year a 
special train took the Japanese away, but the intervening months provided ample evidence of the 
extraordinary qualities of our staff, and at least one opportunity for some comic relief. 
 
  Protocol was the source of the fun.  The Japanese were allowed to retain all of their papers 
and personal effects, because that was what protocol dictated.  In fact, even the F. B. I. could do 
nothing to examine their papers.  The Japanese found this circumstance too good to be true, and 
one of their diplomats decided he had to destroy his papers.  He started quite a fire with them in his 
bathtub, not realizing that The Homestead’s sprinklers are most effective.  As the sprinklers poured 
fourth torrents of water, they also set off alarms that show the location of the conflagration, and 
well armed F. B. I. agents, Border Patrol guards, and our own fire fighters were on the scene 
immediately.  They had to break down the door, and found the diplomat in rather undignified 
circumstances: he was standing near the bath tub in his underwear, soaking wet, trying to keep the 
fire going by deflecting the deluge with his open umbrella. 
 
 

Everything was Rationed – 
Except  Relaxation 

 
We will never know who first said that it is The Homestead’s employees, even more than 

our renowned mineral springs, magnificent scenery, and relaxing amenities, that have made The 
Homestead America’s premier mountain resort for over two centuries.  But it does not matter who 
said it, for truer words were never spoken.  And the internment of the Japanese was surely one of 
the most outstanding examples in our long history.  Even the most experienced and skilled 
professional diplomats can occasionally have difficulty holding their emotions in check.  The 
Homestead’s employees proved their patriotism, as they displayed consistent self-control and perfect 
courtesy. 
 
 The departure of the Japanese left barely enough time to open our doors for the Easter 
holiday, but the celebration was held on time and in the best manner that wartime restrictions 
allowed.  The Homestead was to serve America in two other important ways before victory brought 
peace.  Of course we did our share of rationing, French wines grew rather scarce on the wine list, 
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and many of the superb Virginia and California wines we take for granted today were not available.  
Stress and tension were the only things that were not rationed: family and friends on the front lines, 
a war raging in the Atlantic and the Pacific, in Europe and in Asia, and full scale, non-stop war 
production here at home.  Relaxation and recreation were more important than ever, and The 
Homestead was busier than ever, being everyone’s Home Away From Home. 
 

The United Nations Meet at The Homestead 
 
 The Homestead was to serve the cause of liberty in yet another way during World War II.  A 
series of international conferences were planned, each to deal with a major issue that demanded 
international cooperation.  The first of these conferences was assigned the official duty of dealing 
with the myriad problems of international food shortages.  Its real purpose, however, was to get all 
the nations together in one place and at one time, so that everyone could hopefully learn how to 
work cooperatively together.  In short, this was the trial run for the new United Nations. 
 
 After months of the most careful and detailed preparations, the United Nations Conference 
on Food and Agriculture was held at The Homestead from May 17 to June 4, 1943, and it was by all 
accounts a great success.  The Homestead was transformed as never before or since: The Casino 
became communications central, with every manner of equipment imaginable; about two hundred 
secretaries, stenographers and associated factotums followed their diplomatic missions.  A few 
hundred of our nation’s very finest troops seemed to be everywhere, doing everything with dignity 
and precision.  Security was absolute, but we were already accustomed to working closely with the F. 
B. I. 
 
 And so they came to The Homestead from every corner of the globe, representing a world 
anxious for peace, and we embraced them with that hope foremost in our heart.  While here they 
took the first steps toward an international organization which it was hoped would prevent another 
war.  We did our best to help them experience the peace that has been so much a part of our 
mountains and valley for centuries, for that is our heritage of stewardship in this gentle place that is 
our home. 
 

Peace! 
 

The joys of peace were celebrated throughout America.  The end of war brought more 
changes to our nation, changes in how we lived, worked and took time off to relax.  We now 
enjoyed a higher standard of living than any nation or people had experienced at any time in the 
history of the world.  We were more mobile, with more and much better automobiles, an interstate 
highway system, a burgeoning airline industry, and labor saving devices sure to give each of us more 
leisure time than ever. 
 

The ways in which we relaxed were changing even faster.  Gone were the days of vacations 
that lasted for weeks on end, and being a spectator as others had fun was even more a thing of the 
past.  At first, The Grande Dame of the Mountains was at something of a loss in this new world of 
fast paced leisure activity.  It all seemed a contradiction in terms, when it was, in reality, only a new 
way to enjoy the same relaxation that has been essential to human health since pre-historic peoples 
first used our natural mineral springs some nine thousand years ago. 
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Skiing was an immensely popular European sport that many American GIs wanted to enjoy 

again here at home.  The Homestead became the pioneer southern ski resort, when the first slopes 
were added to our Winter Wonderland in 1959.  Sepp Kober directed those early efforts, and as 

the pioneer of this exhilarating sport in the south, he remains our Ambassador of Skiing today.  
We have nine slopes with lifts and superb mountain views, snow boarding for the kids, and state of 
the art snow making equipment to help nature along.  Snow tubing, which just might be the most 
fun you can have on snow, is a recent and highly popular addition.  Besides great skiing and great 
views, The Homestead Ski Lodge offers a casual restaurant with a roaring fireplace, an Olympic 
sized ice skating rink, and The Homestead ski school, which provides the best in instruction for 
every level of experience. 
 

Snow and Ice, O - So Nice! 
 
 A few thousand years ago, when Europeans were convinced that the Earth was flat, around 
on this side of the globe Native American Indians were relishing the peaceful valley that has been 
The Homestead’s home since its founding in 1766.  Sometimes, as winter approached or spring 
seemed near, they ventured back to their favorites warm mineral springs for a relaxing soak, and 
their favorite fishing streams, and were surprised by a blanket of new snow the next morning.  These 
intrepid braves adapted easily, and could make good time in even deep snows with a simple version 
of what today we call snowshoes. 
  
 By 1896 winter sports at The Homestead included sleigh rides, ice skating, skiing and 
coasting (which today we call sledding).   No one needed formal slopes back then, especially in these 
pristine valleys, as there is always a slope that, when covered with white powder, makes the perfect 
run.  The younger guests often tried the gentle knoll down to the Casino, while their older brothers 
and sisters ventured over the Old Course for a more exciting race.  The most daring preferred 
Sunset Hill or even a cross-country jaunt up to Flag Rock.   
 
 Every winter sport imaginable was combined in the early days on 1900, when light rains and 
near zero temperatures followed exceptional snowfalls.  The trees became magical marvels reflecting 
the sunlight from millions of ice-covered branches, and it was a scene that only Currier and Ives 
could have captured.  Everyone wanted to be outdoors, to play, to ski, to coast down the hills, to 
skate - - and to play golf!  So out came the hickory-shaft clubs and gutta-percha balls, and guests of 
every age made their way to the Old Course.  It was one “tournament” in which every player was a 
champion, because no one could find the holes!  There are no records of the scores, but as families 
skied down the fairways, lost balls in the snow bank “bunkers,” coasted down the hills, vied for the 
longest shot, or cheered on their favorites from sleighs, it became a Homestead legend that was 
remembered and talked about for decades. 
 
 The Homestead has always led the way among American resorts, and that included sports 
both summer and winter. As the twentieth century dawned the resort’s legendary General Manager, 
Frederic Sterry, was reporting ever growing enthusiasm for skiing, downhill coasting on sleds and 
toboggans, and skating and sleigh rides, as the guests were spending the whole day outdoors, only 
venturing inside for a hot lunch.  And what a lunch it was!  Watercress gathered from the fast 
flowing streams provided just the right savor for The Homestead’s famous cream of watercress 
soup, followed by sautéed fresh Allegheny Mountain Trout, roasted capon, baked Virginia ham, or a 
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hearty entrecôte of venison, and of course dessert: a warm apple torte, diplomat pudding, or Baba au 
Rhum, and of course a cup or two (or three!) of the most magnificent eggnog you can imagine. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt were among the guests in January of 1912, as the snows 
brought everyone outside, and they drove for hours over the Old Course and the mountain trails in 
a sleigh pulled by a matched team. Afternoon tea was another occasion to venture back inside, and 
relax before the warmth of the oak and hickory fires that burn continuously in The Homestead’s 
inviting Great Hall.  The indoor swimming pool, with its naturally warm spring waters, beckoned 
many for a swim, as did the mineral baths and massages in the Spa. 

 
Skiing had become so popular by 1935 that in December the venerable New York Times 

newspaper was featuring extensive articles about how to best enjoy the sport.  Some major 
department stores had installed large indoor “ski Slides,” where beginners (or those showing off 
their skill) could slide down a carpeted ramp that was covered in borax!  But skiers were coming to 
The Homestead for the real thing, and in increasing numbers.  Throughout the 1930s and 40s, 
winter snows found Homestead guests racing outdoors in droves to enjoy skiing on the Old Course.  
The favorite spots were “The Punch Bowl,” and “The Crater,” which were the popular names for 
the 13th and 14th holes, respectively.  The hills which bordered these holes and fairways made for 
much good skiing, and even more winter fun. 

 
The second world war brought many changes to America, as did the GIs who returned from 

duty in far-flung corners of the world.  Many of those who had served in Europe, particularly the 
mountain troops, knew skiing as experts, and loved it.  Their enthusiasm was contagious, and the 
sport boomed in the 1950s.  It was, once again, time for The Homestead to lead the way, and in 
1959, on the site of the old 9-hole Goat Course the resort constructed some exceptional ski slopes.  
A double trestle-car lift was built, an Olympic sized ice-skating rink adjoined the slopes, and the 
Mountain Lodge provided a roaring fire, and fine winter fare in The Homestead’s legendary tradition 
of southern hospitality. 

 
These new slopes were the first among America’s southern resorts in many ways.  As 

America’s oldest resort, everyone expected The Homestead to be the leader in skiing and skating.  
But the expansion of the season was the heart of skiing here, because the very latest in snow making 
equipment added to nature’s bounty.  Reports from 1962 show a season of fourteen weeks, opening 
with twenty-three inches of Homestead-made snow, and hundreds of guests anxious to spend 
another winter vacation at their home away from home, and expert European ski instructors made it 
fun for the entire family. 

 
Skiing continued to grow in popularity at The Homestead, and 1980 brought the addition of 

the resort’s first chair lift.  Guests loved this new way to enjoy more skiing and exceptional views on 
the way to the top of the slopes.  Year by year the slopes were growing, too, both in the excellence 
of their layout and length.  And in 2003,  The Homestead made history once again, as our new, 
state-of-the-art snow making equipment was installed and opened the ski season with mounds of 
perfect snow for family fun. 
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The Grande Dame Becomes 
a Dowdy Dowager 

 
 The post-war years raced by, and change became ever more rapid.  Many families combined 
vacations and holidays with business and professional meetings and conferences.  As the sixties 
raged into the seventies, and the seventies roared into the eighties, many a loyal Homestead patron 
with graying hair could only remember, and with all too much melancholy, “the good old days” at 
The Homestead.  Our doors were open, and as always our unceasingly able staff did their best, but it 
was clear that things were not as they should be. 
  
 As the last decade of the twentieth century dawned, the Grande Dame of the Mountains had 
become a dowdy dowager: tired, and showing it.  The Homestead was measuring time by the 
century, and our buildings were no exception.  The Spa, Casino, and The Old Course had all 
witnessed over one hundred years of service.  Most guestrooms and once grand public spaces had 
seen many decades, and better days.  Any luxury resort simply requires non-stop investment of time, 
talent, and capital, or it quickly deteriorates.  Perhaps the Spa was the best (or worst) example: once 
the most glorious in America, it was now an embarrassment.  Even The Homestead’s most loyal and 
regular patrons wondered aloud if their Home Away From Home would still be open when they 
wanted to return. 
 
 The news was not promising.  The Homestead’s parent company, Virginia Hot Springs, Inc. 
was officially looking for “investors.”  Rumors spread fast and furious, and ran the gamut from the 
horrendous to the humorous.  One month it might be a takeover by one of the national hotel 
chains: would the Grande Dame of the Mountains be reduced to plastic décor and canned 
“cuisine”?  The next month the rumors might be truly humorous, with The Homestead becoming a 
vast veteran’s hospital.  Everyone knew that the huge debt load and declining patronage spelled 
imminent closure, which in turn was a certain death knell for the valley. 
 

History Repeats Itself, 
and Romance Blooms 

 
 It was now 1993, and the end seemed near.  Loyal patrons thought that each visit might be 
their last.  Loyal employees stayed on, making the best of a difficult situation.  The centuries old 
Homestead Heritage of leaders with vision, courage and great skill was about to be reborn. 
 

Robert Dedman, Sr. founder of ClubCorp, the nations largest owner and operator of private 
city clubs, country clubs, and resorts has earned an international reputation for excellence.  His son 
Bob soon joined the enterprise, and together they brought dynamic growth to the entire industry.  
Their leadership team visited The Homestead, and romance bloomed: they fell in love with our 
future, and developed a deep appreciation of our past.  An agreement was reached, and Club Resorts 
acquired The Homestead.  An exceptionally skilled team with a great depth of expertise in the 
hospitality industry was assembled, and The Grande Dame of the Mountains had a new lease on life. 
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Our First Restoration, 
and our Second Revolution 

  
ClubCorp had proven their ability to restore historic resorts.  They had returned Pinehurst to 

its heritage of glory as America’s premier golf resort.  Like Colonel Bullett, the Dedmans had the 
vision to see what The Homestead could become.  But even more than that, they understood that 
the Grande Dame of the Mountains  was ripe for just such a restoration, because they knew that 
Americans would need the relaxation of our Home Away From Home even more in the next 
millennium.  Like Dr. Thomas Goode, they brought a revolution to The Homestead.  Their personal 
philosophy of integrity, teamwork, and commitment to exceeding each guest’s expectations at once 
encapsulates and greatly advances the dedication to exceptional personal service that has always been 
the hallmark of The Homestead. 
 
 The Homestead has enjoyed a true renaissance, with a bright future, new attitudes, and 
renewal of our historic assets.  Many millions of dollars and years later, The Homestead is once 
again the Grande Dame of the Mountains.  Our guest rooms are exquisitely refurbished, the Spa 
glistens with the luster of a hundred year heritage perfectly restored, and everything from the Old 
Course to the Cascades, the tennis courts to the Casino, the Great Hall to the Dining Room, our 
magnificent new Grand Ballroom to the new outdoor pool, is simply spectacular. 
 

Restoration at its Very Best 
 
 Nothing looks new, mind you, because this is restoration at its very best: fully aware of the 
needs of today’s guests, and at the same time fully committed to the best that The Homestead has 
always been – and continues to be.  Every afternoon, as pianist provides relaxing melodies, the 
laughter of several generations herald one of our most honored traditions, as families savor 
afternoon tea.  Perfectly groomed horses trot along the manicured bridle paths so favored by John 
D. Rockefeller, bearing riders or pulling carriages through some of the most relaxing mountain 
scenery in America.  More and more families are following in the footsteps of Edison and Ford, as 
they make new traditions on our inspiring walking trails. 
 
 Taking the Waters in the tradition of Thomas Jefferson at the pools so aptly named in his 
honor has never been more fully enjoyed, and these historic buildings are maintained to their 
historic charm.  Our legendary Dining Room staff artfully serves superb Homestead cuisine, always 
accompanied by the most inviting live dance music.  Each evening the luxurious dinners conclude 
with that days separate Dessert Menu, and of course finger bowls silently appear.  The astonishing 
array in our extraordinary Breakfast Buffet has become a new Homestead Tradition that even the 
most dedicated late sleepers find irresistible. 
 
 As you enter the President’s Lounge you are surrounded by the portraits of the twenty-two 
Presidents who have all visited The Homestead, together with the portrait of George Washington, 
whose travels in our area predate even The Homestead, and whose friendship with our founder, 
Colonel Thomas Bullett, are a living part of our heritage.  It is here that you also find the 1766 
Grille, once again setting an international standard for the finest tableside service, its inspired menu 
perfectly complimented by the relaxing views of the mountains and romantic piano melodies.  The 
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Homestead’s new temperature controlled wine room features thousands of selections kept in perfect 
condition, and our wine list, honored with numerous awards for excellence, includes many fine 
vintages from the most renowned vineyards in France, Italy, California, and of course Virginia. 
 
 The Jefferson Parlor, with its specially commissioned murals depicting the most famous 
events in Homestead History, and the Washington Library, where reading, chess and checkers are 
complimented by historic photographs, provide perfect venues for indoor relaxation.  The gentle 
breezes, tranquil vistas, and rocking chairs of our famed front porch beckon you outdoors.  After a 
great game of golf on any of our magnificent courses, the Indoor Pool, restored to the grandeur it 
has known since it was completed in 1903, invites you into its soothing warm waters, fed by the 
same continuously flowing, natural mineral spring waters that have been enjoyed for nine thousand 
years. 
 
 The history of The Homestead is the story of the worlds finest natural mineral springs, 
surrounded by the exceptional beauty of our mountains and valley; the vision and courage of great 
leaders who have shaped their use; and the dedication and commitment of so many, who each gain 
the greatest pleasure from making certain that the Grande Dame of the Mountains is truly your 
personal Home Away From Home.  We look forward to welcoming you to The Homestead often! 
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Appendix  OneAppendix  OneAppendix  OneAppendix  One    
HHHHOMESTEAD   OMESTEAD   OMESTEAD   OMESTEAD   HHHHISTORY   ISTORY   ISTORY   ISTORY   CCCCHRONOLOGYHRONOLOGYHRONOLOGYHRONOLOGY    

 

 

About 7,000 B.C.   Archeologists tell us the pre-historic peoples 

began using our famous springs 

 

1750  Dr. Thomas Walker recorded that he found 9 people here 

“taking the waters” in the springs 

 

1755 and 1756   George Washington visits 

 

1761  The first Pool House was built at the Jefferson Pools in Warm Springs 

 

1764 Thomas Bullett and his business partners receive a Colonial Land Grant of 

acres, still the heart of The Homestead today 

 

1766 The Homestead is founded by Captain Thomas Bullett, 

with homesteaders from his militia company building our first hotel 

 

1778  Thomas Bullett dies during his service in the American Revolution 

 

1818 Thomas Jefferson, the author of our Declaration of Independence, visits 

 

1820  James Madison, the father of the Constitution, visits 

 

1832 Dr. Thomas Goode acquires The Homestead, 

builds a new and larger Homestead resort 

 

1888 J. Pierpont Morgan and a corporation of 56 investors 

acquire The Homestead, Warm Springs, and Healing Springs 

 

1892  The Spa and new main Homestead hotel buildings are completed 

 

1892   Golf, tennis, badminton, lawn bowling and croquet come to The Homestead 

 

1893  The Virginia Building is completed 
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1895 The Casino building is completed (then a site for ladies indoor badminton 

courts and a golf locker-room, not gambling) 
 

1895 The first West Wing is completed 
 

1901 The Homestead’s hotel buildings are razed by fire; no loss of life or injury; 

the Spa, Casino building, Virginia building and cottages are not damaged 

 

1902 The new, red brick main Homestead hotel building 

and a new Ballroom are completed 

 

1904  The new West Wing and the new Indoor Pool are completed 

 

1913  Donald Ross completes his work on the Old Course 

 

1911   Shooting Sports come to The Homestead; over the decades trap, skeet, five-

stand, a 22-rifle range, and sporting clays were added 

 

1914  The East Wing is completed, the Dining Room & main Kitchen are enlarged 

 

1923  The Theatre, Empire Room, Crystal Room and Garden Room are completed 

 

1923  The legendary Cascades Course is built to the designs of William S. Flynn 

 

1929  The Tower is completed 

 

1932 The Casino building becomes a restaurant for lunch 

 

1958   The Commonwealth Room and Georgian Room are completed 

 

1959 The Homestead pioneers skiing and ice skating among Southern resorts, 

  opening our first slopes 

 

1963  The Lower Cascades Course is built to designs by Robert Trent Jones, Sr. 

 

1973  The Garden Wing and Regency Ballroom are completed 

 

1993 Club Resorts, a part of ClubCorp, acquires The Homestead, 

and begins a total restoration of our historic resort 
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2001  The new Grand Ballroom and new Outdoor Pool are completed 
 

2003     New, state of the art snow making equipment is installed on The 

Homestead’s ski slopes. 
 

2004 New Shooting Sports Club House and Pavilion are completed 

 

2005  Five luxurious new Presidents Suite are completed in the historic East Wing, 

honoring United States Presidents who have had important associations with The 

Homestead 
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Appendix  TwoAppendix  TwoAppendix  TwoAppendix  Two    
 

HHHHOMESTEAD   OMESTEAD   OMESTEAD   OMESTEAD   HHHHISTORY   ISTORY   ISTORY   ISTORY   CCCCHRONOLOGYHRONOLOGYHRONOLOGYHRONOLOGY    

GGGGOLF   OLF   OLF   OLF   EEEEDITIONDITIONDITIONDITION    
 

 

About 7,000 B.C.   Archeologists tell us the pre-historic peoples 

began using our famous springs 

 

1751 Dr. Thomas Walker recorded that he found 9 people here 

“taking the waters” in the springs 

 

1755 and 1756   George Washington visits 

 

1761   The first Pool House was built at the Jefferson Pools in Warm Springs 

 

1765 Thomas Bullett and his business partners receive a Colonial Land Grant of 

acres, still the heart of The Homestead today 

 

1766 The Homestead is founded by Captain Thomas Bullett, 

with homesteaders from his militia company building our first hotel 

 

1778    Thomas Bullett dies during his service in the American Revolution 

 

1818   Thomas Jefferson, the author of our Declaration of Independence, visits 

 

1820   James Madison, the father of the Constitution, visits 

 

1833 Dr. Thomas Goode acquires The Homestead, 

builds a new and larger Homestead resort 

 

1889 J. Pierpont Morgan and a corporation of 56 investors 

acquire The Homestead, Warm Springs, and Healing Springs 

 

1892   The Spa and new main Homestead hotel buildings are completed 

 

1892  Golf, tennis, badminton, lawn bowling and croquet come to The 

Homestead; the first golf links are informally laid out, and 6 holes 

 
1893  The Virginia Building is completed 
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1894  In August Mr. Jacob Rubino visits The Homestead for the first 

time; he falls in love with the area, and begins work to purchase property 

and build a summer house here 

 

1895  the Casino building is completed   (a site for ladies indoor   

badminton courts and a golf locker-room, not gambling) 
 

1895 The first West Wing is completed 

 

1895  Mr. Jacob Rubino purchases 1,701 acres of land in Healing 

Springs, with mineral springs, pond, etc. 

 
1896  The Old Course is expanded to 9 holes 

 

1903 The Homestead’s hotel buildings are razed by fire; no loss of life or injury; 

the Spa, Casino building, Virginia building and cottages are not damaged 

 

1901  Mr. Rubino’s grand summer cottage, designed in the Italianate 

style by the architectural firm of Tracy and Swartwout of Fifth Avenue, 

is built; a large and beautiful stables, watercress pond, power house, 

mineral spring water bottling plant, and greenhouses are also constructed. 

 

1901  The Old Course is expanded to 18 holes, is 6,000 yards long, 

and The Homestead advertises it in newspapers and magazines 

 
1904 The new, red brick main Homestead hotel building 

and a new Ballroom are completed 

 

1904   The new West Wing and the new Indoor Pool are completed 

 

1912 Shooting sports come to The Homestead; over the decades trap, skeet, five-stand,  

a 22-rifle range, and sporting clays were added 

 

circa 1912 the 9 hole Goat Course was added; this area is today the 

Ski Slopes, Mountain Lodge, and Olympic-sized Ice-Skating Rink. 

 

1913  Donald Ross completes his design work on the Old Course, and 

work begins. 
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1915 to 1918  Work on Mr. Ross’ designs is suspended during World 

War I, and is completed shortly thereafter. 

 

1919 The Homestead decides a second golf course is needed, and 

hires Mr. Peter W. Lees to provide the design.  Mr. Lees is of the opinion 

that Mr. Rubino’s land at Healing Springs is unsuitable for a golf course, 

and his design expands the Goat Course to 18 holes. 

 
1920  Mr. Albert W. Tillinghast is retained by The Homestead to 

review Mr. Lee’s designs and comment on the Rubino property.  Mr. 

Tillinghast agrees that the Rubino land cannot provide what is needed for 

a course, and he approves Mr. Lees’ designs with minor modifications. 

 
1921  Work on the new course, to be called the East Course, begins.  

The steep terrain, many huge rocks, and other problems greatly hinder 

work. 

 
1922  Work on the new East Course is stopped because of the 

problems with the terrain.  A professional survey is completed, which 

makes it clear that the designs cannot be built on this land.  The East 

Course is abandoned. 

 
1914  The East Wing is completed, the Dining Room & main Kitchen are enlarged. 

 

1923  The Theatre, Empire Room, Crystal Room and Garden Room are completed. 

 

1923 The Homestead acquires the land and buildings that had been 

Mr. Jacob Rubino’s estate, together with the Thompson Farm, and the 

legendary Cascades Course is built to the designs of  William S. Flynn. 

 

1925  William S. Flynn returns to The Homestead and provides an 

update and many improvements to the historic Old Course. 

 

1928   The United States Golf Association Women’s Amateur 

Championship is held in September on the Cascades Course at The 

Homestead, and Glenna Collett takes home the trophy. 
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1929  The Tower is completed. 

 

1932 the Casino building becomes a restaurant for lunch, the 

Badminton courts are removed and the golf locker rooms expanded. 

 

1935  William S. Flynn has been visiting The Homestead often over 

the years with his family, and providing ongoing design improvements to 

the Cascades Course; this year marks a number of important 

improvements. 

 
1958 The Commonwealth Room and Georgian Room are completed. 

 

1959 The Homestead pioneers skiing and ice skating among Southern resorts, 

  opening our first slopes 

 

1963  the Lower Cascades Course is built to designs by  

Robert Trent Jones, Sr. 

 

1966 The famed Curtis Cup is held on The Homestead’s legendary 

Cascades Course July 30
th
, with the American Team victorious. 

 
1967  The United States Golf Association’s Women’s Open 

Championship is held on the Cascades Course at The Homestead on July 

2
nd
, with Catherine LaCoste of France taking home the winning trophy. 

 
1980  The United States Golf Association returns to The Homestead’s 

Cascades Course for the Senior Men’s Amateur Championship on 

September 20
th
, with William Campbell in first place. 

 
1988  The United States Golf Association’s Men’s Amateur 

Championship is held August 28
th
 on the Cascades Course at The 

Homestead, with Eric Meeks winning the trophy. 

 

1993  Club Resorts, a part of ClubCorp, acquires The Homestead, 

and begins a total restoration of our historic resort. 
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1994 Mr. Reese Jones provides an update to the legendary Old 

Course. 

 

1994  The United States Golf Association’s Women’s Amateur 

Championship returns to The Homestead’s Cascades Course August 13
th
, 

and Wendy Ward takes home the championship trophy. 

 
1995  The Senior PGA Tour Shootout is held at the Cascades Course 

at The Homestead, and Dave Stockton wins the first place trophy. 
 

1996  The Senior PGA Tour Shootout returns to The Homestead’s 

Cascades Course, with Walter Morgan taking home the first place win. 
 

2000 A new, state of the art irrigation system is added to the Old 

Course. 

 

2000  The United States Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship is held 

on the Cascades Course at The Homestead in September, with Greg Puga 

winning the trophy. 

 

2001  The renowned Cascades Course is fitted with a new irrigation 

system, computer controlled and designed to keep in the perfect 

condition all year long. 

 
2001      The new Grand Ballroom and new Outdoor Pool are completed. 
 

2003     New, state of the art snow making equipment is installed on The Homestead’s ski slopes. 

 

2004     New Shooting Sports Club House and Pavilion are completed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TTTTHE  HE  HE  HE  HHHHOMESTEAD OMESTEAD OMESTEAD OMESTEAD ::::        AAAA        BBBBRIEF  RIEF  RIEF  RIEF  HHHHISTORYISTORYISTORYISTORY 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Copyright © 1999, 2004 The Homestead, LC  Page 46 
15R 11/2004 JRH 
 

Appendix  ThreeAppendix  ThreeAppendix  ThreeAppendix  Three 
PPPPRESIDENTS  OF  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  UUUUNITED  NITED  NITED  NITED  SSSSTATESTATESTATESTATES    

and 
TTTTHE HE HE HE HHHHOMESTEADOMESTEADOMESTEADOMESTEAD    

 

 
George Washington � Washington traveled through this area in 1755 and in 
1756 when he was Colonel Washington, Commander of the Virginia Militia, 
inspecting Forts Dinwiddie and Breckenridge.  These were part of a chain of 
forts Washington had designed to protect the colonial settlers from attack by 
the French and their Native American allies during the French and Indian War.  
During the 1755 visit he traveled through, and may have stayed at, Warm 
Springs, and during the 1756 visit we believe he traveled through Hot Springs.  
It is likely that he used the springs themselves for relief from his long and 
difficult journeys on horseback.  Washington was also an organizer of and 
principal in The Mountain Road Lottery, with Captain Thomas Bullett and 
others.  Bullett built the first Homestead in 1766, and this Lottery was 
intended to pay for a new road over the mountain to The Homestead.  
Unfortunately, the lottery was not a success. 
 
Thomas Jefferson  �  As a young attorney recently graduated from the 
College of William and Mary, Thomas Jefferson’s very first court case involved a 
disputed title for land at Warm Springs.  Like others of his social and 
educational status in colonial America, Jefferson undoubtedly knew of the 
famous natural mineral springs here, long before his first visit.  And, one of his 
grand daughters visited Warm Springs a few years before him, and is likely to 
have provided Jefferson with a first-hand account of their therapeutic values.  
After a successful meeting with James Madison and others at Rockfish Gap 
Tavern, during which the plans for what is today the University of Virginia were 
finalized, he journeyed to Warm Springs.  Jefferson stayed at Warm Springs 
and used the pools for 22 days in August, 1818, seeking relief from the pains of 
what he described as “rheumatism.”  On August 13, 1818, Jefferson rode his 
horse to The Homestead.  He enjoyed breakfast here, and then hired a local 
guide for some sightseeing.  He returned from his sightseeing in the afternoon 
to “take the waters” in The Homestead’s springs, and then ate his dinner here.  
He recorded in his “Memorandum Book” that the day cost him $2.12 ½.  The 
next day he wrote to his daughter Martha, and said that the springs at The 
Homestead and at Warm Springs were the finest: they were “of the first merit.”  
The pools at Warm Springs were later named in his honor, and are today The 
Jefferson Pools at Warm Springs. 
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James Madison  � August is always a beautiful month at The Homestead: 
days are warm, nights cool, and the array of diversions that can occupy the 
time vast.  Yet it was one activity in particular which attracted James Madison 
to our peaceful valley, the opportunity to take the waters in the already 
legendary springs.  Perhaps it was the recommendations of his friend and 
neighbor Thomas Jefferson, or simply the spectacular views of the mountains 
from Montpelier, his magnificent mansion home, that provided the attraction, 
but whatever the reasons he traveled along the old mountain trails in August of 
1820, arriving first at Warm Springs.  There he soaked in the very same Pool 
House that Jefferson had enjoyed so much, and later he traveled to The 
Homestead to soak in our famous spring waters. 
 
 
Martin Van Buren  �  President Van Buren, his son Abram and their 
entourage traveled throughout Virginia in 1837, visiting several resorts to Take 
the Waters and enjoy the social life.  They began their journey in July, stayed 
at Warm Springs and soaked in the Jefferson Pools, and visited The 
Homestead, where our resort’s legendary Proprietor, Dr. Thomas Goode, took 
them on a personal tour of the famous hot springs and introduced them to his 
renowned Spout Bath.  Perhaps President Van Buren was influenced in his 
choice of destinations by a book enjoyed wide popularity and was published 
just a year before his visit.  Reading from it, the President would have learned 
the following about The Homestead: 

The present proprietor is Doctor Goode, an intelligent physician, who 
is using great exertion and investing much money to render the 
establishment pleasant to travelers . . . The table is quite good and 
the accommodations quite comfortable . . . There are two famous 
baths here, the Spout and the Boiler; the former is said to be 
preferred by Orators, the latter by Poets and Warriors.  In addition . . 
. there is another of great size, this is called the Pleasure Bath, and 
is contained in an octagonal pool whose periphery is ninety feet . . . 

 
John Tyler  �  President and Mrs. Tyler visited both Warm Springs and The 
Homestead on two occasions.  The first was in August 1845, when the Tyler’s 
left Washington to sojourn at the springs and take their therapeutic waters.  
After a stop of several days at Warm Springs, they traveled on to The 
Homestead.  On their second visit, in late Summer of 1854, the Tyler’s left 
Sherwood Forest, their retirement estate on the James River in Charles City, 
Virginia, and traveled by train to Millboro, from which they took a carriage to 
Warm Springs, again staying for several days, and then on to The Homestead.  
Again they were enjoying the fabled restorative spring waters of the resort.  On 
both of their visits, Dr. Thomas Goode, The Homestead’s famous Proprietor, 
greeted them. 
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Millard Fillmore  ����  Like so many Presidents before and since, visited to relax 
and Take the Waters in the natural mineral springs.  He arrived at Warm 
Springs on August 11, 1851, spent the night and enjoyed the waters of the 
famed Jefferson Pools.  He and his entourage traveled on to The Homestead in 
Hot Springs, and were greeted by Dr. Thomas Goode, the resort’s famous 
Proprietor.  A description of the resorts from an 1855 magazine article helps us 
to experience the visit just as President Fillmore might have: 

The proprietor himself is an eminent physician, and to the 
enlightened use of the waters under his direction is probably owing 
much of their success . . . The hotel and cottages here are pleasantly 
situated and comfortable, and the table most exceptional.  Sunday 
was a delightful day, and our friends passed it pleasantly . . . 
drinking in buoyant health with the pure atmosphere, and enjoying 
the mellow beauties of the autumn landscape. 

 
 
Franklin Pierce   �   President and Mrs. Pierce were seeking relaxation and 
the restorative powers of the springs in the late Summer of 1854, and they 
journeyed by train from Washington to Staunton, then to Millboro, and from 
there by carriage to Warm Springs.  After several days devoted to “Taking the 
Waters,” they continued their travels to The Homestead, and were greeted by 
our legendary Proprietor, Dr. Thomas Goode.  While at The Homestead 
President Pierce soaked in the waters of the Octagon Pool and frequently used 
the famous Spout Bath. 
 
 
Benjamin Harrison   ���� Benjamin Harrison, the twenty-third President of the 
United States, was also the Centennial President, inaugurated 100 years after 
George Washington. He was born into a family that was already famous for 
public service and patriotism: his great-grandfather had been a signor of the 
Declaration of Independence and served for three terms as Governor of 
Virginia, and his grandfather, William Henry Harrison, was the ninth President 
of the United States.  Harrison became America’s most famous, and most 
highly paid, attorney.  The Homestead a favorite vacation venue for former 
President and Mrs. Harrison, and a typical visit was in April and May of 1899.  
They appreciated the total relaxation that our beautiful mountain home 
provides, they enjoyed the restoration of mineral baths, hydrotherapy 
treatments and massage in the Spa, and they savored our fine cuisine.  Their 
rest at The Homestead was needed, and was followed by a trip to New York, 
London, and Paris, where he represented the government of Venezuela in an 
important boundary negotiation. 
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William McKinley � President McKinley is fondly remembered at The 
Homestead for the gentleness and attention he paid to Mrs. McKinley during 
their visit (she was an invalid).  They visited during his Presidency, and he 
would drive her in a horse-drawn carriage each morning along a different 
scenic trail, and made every effort to attend to her comfort.  Mrs. Ida Saxton 
McKinley was here to “take the waters” at our Spa, which she found provided 
relief for her phlebitis.  President McKinley was the first sitting President to 
play golf, and he did so right here at The Homestead, teeing off from the 
legendary First Tee of the Old Course in 1899.  This event was considered so 
newsworthy and remarkable that The Boston Evening Record newspaper 
conducted a survey of its readers to determine the public’s views on the dignity 
and appropriateness of a President playing golf.  The results were evenly split, 
but President McKinley was not concerned: he said that “The game requires 
study, and I have too many other subjects to study.”  When not with Mrs. 
McKinley or trying his hand at golf, he actually enjoyed studying: he often sat 
quietly under the shade of a big tree on the Casino lawn and read books and 
reports.   
 
William Howard Taft  �  A truly unique American in many ways, Mr. Taft is 
our nation’s only citizen to serve as Senator, President, and Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court.  He and his family enjoyed staying at The Homestead often, 
usually for several months at a time.  Even during his busiest years, the Taft 
family would sojourn at The Homestead for weeks, and Mr. Taft would take the 
train to the resort whenever his busy schedule permitted.  One of his more 
famous visits was for three months in 1908, and during this time the 20th 
annual meeting of the Virginia State Bar Association (on August 4, 5, 6, 1908) 
occurred.  He was keynote speaker, and such was his love of golf at The 
Homestead that on an unusually hot day, after listening to another speaker for 
over two hours, and delivering his own address for over one hour, Mr. Taft 
changed clothes and played 18 holes of golf!  His outings on the Old Course 
were frequent, and he established golf as the most favored presidential sport.  
President Taft understood the benefits of golf: he said “As every man knows 
who has played the game, it rejuvenates and stretches the life span.”   Mr. Taft 
used the very latest technology when he gave one of the very first presidential 
campaign speeches ever to be recorded here at The Homestead.  President Taft 
very much enjoyed our famous cuisine, enjoyed fly-fishing on the Cascades, 
held meetings with famous business and industrial leaders, led important 
political meetings, met ambassadors and cabinet secretaries, and always made 
time for outings and horseback rides with his family.   
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Woodrow Wilson  �  visited The Homestead during his Presidency, on his 
honeymoon (December 19, 1915 to January 3, 1916) with his second wife, 
Edith Bolling Galt Wilson.  Reports published at the time in the New York 
Times tell the story: 
 

[December 20, 1915:]  Blue skies, a bright sun, and mild 
temperatures, after a week of snow and rain, welcomed President and 
Mrs. Woodrow Wilson to Hot Springs this morning.  Suites were engaged 
for the President and his bride at The Homestead, and although the secret 
of their arrival had been kept strictly, the station platform was crowded on 
the arrival of the train at 8:30 o’clock . . . . 
 The President and his bride were the first of the passengers to 
reach the station platform.  They stepped immediately into one of the two 
limousines, which had preceded them here from Washington, they were 
taken to the main entrance of The Homestead, where they were 
welcomed.  They were conducted at once to their suites in the East Wing 
of the hotel. 
 They remained in their rooms all day, taking luncheon and dinner in 
the dining room of their suite.  The rooms of the President, which were 
decorated with American Beauty Roses and red and white carnations, 
command a view of the golf links and the mountain beyond.   
 Both the President and Mrs. Wilson brought their golf clubs, and, as 
the golf course is in excellent condition, it is probable that they will be 
much on the links. It is expected also that they will motor to nearby points 
of interest, to which trips have been arranged. 
 The President will attend to only the most important public business 
while here, but arrangements have been made for connecting the hotel 
with the White House by special telegraph wire . . . and he will keep in 
direct telephone communication. 

[January 1, 1916:] An orchestra played “Carry Me Back to Old 
Virginny” and other Southern melodies as President and Mrs. Wilson 
entered the Great Hall of The Homestead just before the tea hour, and 
held the first public reception at which Mrs. Wilson has received, and the 
first New Year’s reception in which the President has participated since his 
inauguration. 
 It was announced last night that the President and Mrs. Wilson 
desired to meet the townspeople and visitors on New Year’s afternoon, 
and the hotel was filled with a waiting throng when Mr. Wilson and his 
bride walked from their suite in the East Wing into the Great Hall and 
stood near the lighted Christmas Tree. 
 There were many children in the assemblage which greeted the 
President and Mrs. Wilson, and one little five-year-old girl will remember 
as long as she lives the day when she was kissed by the wife of the 
President.  She was Dorothy Kessler, the daughter of a farm manager.  
She carried a large doll in her arms. 
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 There were in the throng a number of well-known New Yorkers, 
local townspeople, and a scattering of people from the outlying mountain 
districts.  Dr. and Mrs. Guy Hinsdale of Hot Springs were the first to shake 
hands, and others to greet the President and his bride included Mrs. 
Frederic D. Grant, daughter-in-law of former President U. S. Grant.  The 
two Secret Service guards which have accompanied the President and 
Mrs. Wilson on their motor rides and games of golf ever since their arrival 
here stood near them and helped in presenting the crowd. 
 

After the President and Mrs. Wilson had received the long line of visitors 
they took tea at a small wicker table.  Mrs. Wilson poured the President’s tea, 
putting in a slice of lemon and three lumps of sugar, and he had a second cup.  
While they were drinking their tea and eating New Year cakes, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
H. McCullough of New York, who called upon them in their suite on Thursday, 
went over and sat down for a chat. 

The President and Mrs. Wilson intend to return to Washington next 
week, probably just in time to attend the Panama-American reception at the 
White House, which marks the opening of the Winter social season in 
Washington. 
 
Calvin Coolidge   �  “Silent Cal” loved to walk the trails, tried a round of golf 
on the Old Course, and occasionally fished at The Cascades.  He came for 
relaxation, as do so many Homestead guests today. 
 
Herbert Clark Hoover  �   visited The Homestead with his wife and son 
during his Presidency in 1929 and 1932, and after he left office in 1946;  his 
son, Herbert Hoover, Jr., was also a frequent visitor to The Homestead.  An 
avid fly fisherman, President Hoover took every opportunity to fish The 
Cascades, the Jackson, and elsewhere.  He, Mrs. Hoover, and their son enjoyed 
family horseback rides.  Their son and grandson continued to visit The 
Homestead for years. 
 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt  �  stayed at The Homestead for the 
Independence Day holiday in 1931, while he was Governor of New York and 
preparing to run for President.  Both he and Mrs. Roosevelt enjoyed the Spa 
and the soothing, warm waters of The Jefferson Pools. 
 
Harry S. Truman   �   visited The Homestead in 1942, as a United States 
Senator.  During their stay at The Homestead, the Truman’s entertained 
friends at dinner parties, and were entertained by local residents.  Senator 
Truman was fond of a brisk walk early every morning – he usually walked the 
paths on The Old Course. 
 
Dwight David Eisenhower  �  visited The Homestead before he was elected 
President, during his second term, and after retirement from office.  He 
especially enjoyed playing golf, which had been prescribed by his physicians as 
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part of his rehabilitation from heart trouble.  Both he and Mrs. Eisenhower 
enjoyed the Spa. 
 
Lyndon B. Johnson  �   visited The Homestead  during his Presidency, in May 
of 1968, to address a meeting of the Business Council.  He arrived by 
helicopter, and was especially impressed with the Great Hall, where he 
remarked, “What a spread you’ve got here!” 
 
Richard M. Nixon  �  stayed at The Homestead in 1958 when he was a 
Senator, and again as Vice President in 1960.  He enjoyed golf, and preferred 
The Old Course. 
 
Gerald R. Ford   �   first visited The Homestead as a Congressman; and when 
he was Vice President (on July 17, 1974), he visited The Homestead to address 
a meeting of the Business Council.  President Ford was an avid and 
accomplished golfer, and the Cascades was among his favorite courses.  His 
best score as a mature golfer was an 81 on the Cascades Course. 
  
James Earl Carter   �  visited The Homestead when he was Governor of 
Georgia, to address a meeting of the Business Council. 
 
Ronald Wilson Reagan  �  visited The Homestead in 1973, when he was 
Governor of California, to address a meeting of the Business Council. 
 
George Herbert Walker Bush   �   visited The Homestead with Mrs. Bush 
from May 6 to 8, 1976, while he was serving as Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, as invited guests of The Business Council. 
 
William Jefferson Clinton  �  visited The Homestead on February 7, 2000, to 
address a luncheon meeting of the Democratic Congressional Caucus. Mr. 
Clinton returned February 6 and 7, 2004, again to address the meeting of the 
Democratic Caucus, and this time to spend the night at The Homestead. 
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Appendix  FourAppendix  FourAppendix  FourAppendix  Four    
 

PPPPRESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL GGGGOLFOLFOLFOLF    
at 
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 The first President to play golf while in office chose the Old Course at The 
Homestead, and so many of the most famous Presidential golfers have continued the 
tradition that could be called the President’s Course.   Here are the details: 
 

� President William McKinley was the first Commander in Chief to play golf 

while in office, and in 1899 he tried his luck on The Homestead’s Old Course, from 

its legendary First Tee.  McKinley said that “golf required study,” and he clearly had 

many things requiring study, for he quickly returned to his favorite pastime: sitting 

under a tree on the Casino lawn and reading a book! 

 

� President William Howard Taft was truly unique American in many ways, and 

Mr. Taft is our nation’s only citizen to serve as Senator, President, and Chief Justice 

of the Supreme Court.  He and his family enjoyed staying at The Homestead often, 

usually for several months at a time.  Even during his busiest years, the Taft family 

would sojourn at The Homestead for weeks, and Mr. Taft would take the train to the 

resort whenever his busy schedule permitted.  One of his more famous visits was for 

three months in 1908, and during this time the 20
th
 annual meeting of the Virginia 

State Bar Association (on August 4, 5, 6, 1908) occurred.  He was keynote speaker, 

and such was his love of golf at The Homestead that on an unusually hot day, after 

listening to another speaker for over two hours, and delivering his own address for 

over one hour, Mr. Taft changed clothes and played 18 holes of golf!  His outings on 

the Old Course were frequent, and he established golf as the most favored presidential 

sport.  President Taft understood the benefits of golf: he said “As every man knows 

who has played the game, it rejuvenates and stretches the life span.”   Mr. Taft used 

the very latest technology when he gave one of the very first presidential campaign 

speeches ever to be recorded here at The Homestead.  President Taft very much 

enjoyed our famous cuisine, enjoyed fly-fishing on the Cascades, held meetings with 

famous business and industrial leaders, led important political meetings, met 

ambassadors and cabinet secretaries, and always made time for outings and horseback 

rides with his family.   
 

� President Woodrow Wilson is remembered for his diplomacy and intellect, and he 
found golf absolutely irresistible.  He played golf almost every day, and during his 
honeymoon at The Homestead he and his bride Edith began each day with a morning 
round of golf on the Old Course.   President and Mrs. Wilson remained at The 
Homestead through the New Year celebration.  The President and his bride were so very 
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impressed with the hospitality of The Homestead and our staff that they asked for the 
opportunity to meet and thank everyone, and the Great Hall was filled guests, staff, and 
local citizens when they walked from their suite in the East Wing into the Great Hall and 
stood near the lighted Christmas Tree.  There were many children anxious to meet them, 
and Dorothy Kessler, the daughter of a farm manager and all of five years old, was 
greeted and kissed by Mrs. Wilson.  The Secret Service agents who were with them on 
their frequent golf outings on the Old Course stood near them and helped in presenting 
the crowd. The Presidential couple stayed for the Homestead tradition of afternoon tea, 
sitting at one of the many tables and comfortable chairs which are near a fireplace.  Mrs. 
Wilson poured the President’s tea, adding lemon and sugar, and they both enjoyed the 
traditional New Years Cakes.    

 

� President Calvin Coolidge had only one sport, and it was golf.  He found the Old 

Course at The Homestead to his liking because of its close proximity to the hotel.  

Coolidge loved The Homestead, and used our resort as an escape from the reporters 

in Washington. 

 

� President Franklin D. Roosevelt began playing golf as a young man, but the 

paralysis of polio ended his play.  His visit to The Homestead with Eleanor was for an 

even more historic activity at our resort: taking the waters in the Spa and at the 

Jefferson Pools. 

 

� President Harry Truman did not play golf, but he was on the Old Course at The 

Homestead.  His long and brisk daily walks were legendary, and he found the paths 

on the Old Course provided great views and more privacy than the streets of 

Washington. 

 

� President Dwight D. Eisenhower loved golf, and did much to popularize the 

game in America.  He took the game seriously, and especially enjoyed the history of 

the Old Course and the challenges of the Cascades Course. 

 

� President Lyndon Johnson was a surprisingly good golfer considering that he 

began play later in life and never took a lesson.  He was the known to enjoy hitting 

more than a few extra balls, and did so on his round on the Old Course at The 

Homestead. 

 

� President Richard Nixon said that “Golf became my lifesaver” from the stresses 

of office.  His game on the Old Course was pure fun, and the relaxation it provided 

showed clearly.  While at The Homestead to address a meeting of the Business 

Council he took time to enjoy golf on the Old Course. 

 

� President Gerald Ford is an avid and excellent sportsman, and surely the best 

athlete to serve as President.  He was introduced to Golf as a teenager, and caddied in 
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Grand Rapids, Michigan, his hometown.  While coaching at Yale he often found time 

to play on their excellent, Charles MacDonald designed course.  For Ford, golf was 

everything it should be for all who play: good exercise for mind and body, united 

with the challenges, frustrations and successes than equal great fun, and at The 

Homestead his pursuit of the game was all those things and more, for he appreciated 

the history of the resort’s legendary courses. 

 

 


