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The Young George Washington Visits
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Thomas Jetterson, The Founding of the University of Virginia -
and Taking the Waters at Warm Springs
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Completing the Prescription
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A Revolution comes to The Homestead...
And Romance Blooms
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Dr. Goode’s marketing ability is well known, and perhaps he even had some fun with his
efforts. There were times during the 1800s when many people actually believed that any girl
who had freckles would never attract a suitable husband, so Dr. Goode advertised that the
mineral spring waters at The Homestead could — you guessed it — “cure” freckles!

It is the Springs that Make the Spa
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The Blue and the Grey
March through our Green Valley
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Financiers and Captains of Indlustry
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Capital plus talent equals success
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Relaxation and Recreation

— @ +

% . -
G(O7 *** 9 g . (OF:
& $ $

The Spa’s private hydrotherapy and massage treatment rooms were considered the most
luxurious of their day, and catered to the Victorian preference for modesty. Private, individual
treatment rooms remain the standard today — albeit magnificently restored, and with
conveniences we require, but even J. Pierpont Morgan, with his vast wealth, could only dream
of, such as air conditioning.
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Character is Iimeless. ..
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resorts and their mineral springs had been a favorite of Mr. Morgan’s since his youth, and he
always believed in their restorative powers. And so, owners and managers together decided that
this was an opportunity, and that a better Homestead would quickly be built, and filled with
every modern comfort and convenience.

! A B %

? N G G
Page 20



THE HOMESTEAD: A BRIFF HISTORY

s S
8
o $ $
2 $
&
8 = 7/
& $ 15
8 s
? $ o $
&
- - (F*7
<
& " (F(T + - , 1
+ ! 8 ! (F:5; - (F:*
& (F:F % $
A Summer Cottage Sojourn
< E
&
6 6
+ 6
: $
The vestiges of seven of these cottages remain today, greatly altered over the generations /
I o ,
5 6 $
> / ? o
/ + = -
A B
5 (DFF -
/7 7/ 1 L $ ¢ /
2 2 $

Page 21



THE HOMESTEAD: A BRIFF HISTORY

What Do They Do in Hot Springs?
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American Princes of Industry

Meet an English King

t 7/ @) < s !
+ 8 1 3 =
. $? o
$
$ 5
$
= - 1
i A ! =$
$
$
_ — &
6 T -
= $
=3
8 $
I
&
$ $
- $
$ & A $
%
$ 1 L $
$ #

%

Page 23



THE HOMESTEAD: A BRIFF HISTORY
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Walking through History
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Espionage in peacetul Hot Springs!
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Photographs Chronicle the Generations
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QOlur First Restoration,
and our Second Revolution
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Appendix One
HOMESTEAD HISTORY CHRONOLOGY

About 7,000 B.C. Archeologists tell us the pre-historic peoples
began using our famous springs

1750 Dr. Thomas Walker recorded that he found 9 people here
“taking the waters” in the springs

1755 and 1756 George Washington visits
1761 The first Pool House was built at the Jefferson Pools in Warm Springs

1764 Thomas Bullett and his business partners receive a Colonial Land Grant of
acres, still the heart of The Homestead today

1766 The Homestead is founded by Captain Thomas Bullett,
with homesteaders from his militia company building our first hotel

1778 Thomas Bullett dies during his service in the American Revolution
1818 Thomas Jefferson, the author of our Declaration of Independence, visits
1820 James Madison, the father of the Constitution, visits

1832 Dr. Thomas Goode acquires The Homestead,
builds a new and larger Homestead resort

1888 J. Pierpont Morgan and a corporation of 56 investors
acquire The Homestead, Warm Springs, and Healing Springs

1892 The Spa and new main Homestead hotel buildings are completed
1892 Golf, tennis, badminton, lawn bowling and croquet come to The Homestead

1893 The Virginia Building is completed
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The Casino building is completed (then a site for ladies indoor badminton
courts and a golf locker-room, not gambling)

1895 The first West Wing is completed

1901

1902

1904

1913

1911

1914

1923

1923

1929

1932

1958

1959

1963

1973

1993

The Homestead’s hotel buildings are razed by fire; no loss of life or injury;
the Spa, Casino building, Virginia building and cottages are not damaged

The new, red brick main Homestead hotel building
and a new Ballroom are completed

The new West Wing and the new Indoor Pool are completed
Donald Ross completes his work on the Old Course

Shooting Sports come to The Homestead; over the decades trap, skeet, five-
stand, a 22-rifle range, and sporting clays were added

The East Wing is completed, the Dining Room & main Kitchen are enlarged
The Theatre, Empire Room, Crystal Room and Garden Room are completed
The legendary Cascades Course is built to the designs of William S. Flynn
The Tower is completed

The Casino building becomes a restaurant for lunch

The Commonwealth Room and Georgian Room are completed

The Homestead pioneers skiing and ice skating among Southern resorts,
opening our first slopes

The Lower Cascades Course is built to designs by Robert Trent Jones, Sr.
The Garden Wing and Regency Ballroom are completed

Club Resorts, a part of ClubCorp, acquires The Homestead,
and begins a total restoration of our historic resort
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2001 The new Grand Ballroom and new Outdoor Pool are completed

2003 New, state of the art snow making equipment is installed on The
Homestead’s ski slopes.

2004 New Shooting Sports Club House and Pavilion are completed
2005 Five luxurious new Presidents Suite are completed in the historic East Wing,

honoring United States Presidents who have had important associations with The
Homestead
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Appena[ix Iwo

HOMESTEAD HISTORY CHRONOLOGY
GOLF EDITION

About 7,000 B.C. Archeologists tell us the pre-historic peoples
began using our famous springs

1751 Dr. Thomas Walker recorded that he found 9 people here
“taking the waters” in the springs

1755 and 1756 George Washington visits
1761 The first Pool House was built at the Jefferson Pools in Warm Springs

1765 Thomas Bullett and his business partners receive a Colonial Land Grant of
acres, still the heart of The Homestead today

1766 The Homestead is founded by Captain Thomas Bullett,
with homesteaders from his militia company building our first hotel

1778 Thomas Bullett dies during his service in the American Revolution
1818 Thomas Jefferson, the author of our Declaration of Independence, visits
1820 James Madison, the father of the Constitution, visits

1833 Dr. Thomas Goode acquires The Homestead,
builds a new and larger Homestead resort

1889 J. Pierpont Morgan and a corporation of 56 investors
acquire The Homestead, Warm Springs, and Healing Springs

1892 The Spa and new main Homestead hotel buildings are completed

ﬁ 1892 Golf, tennis, badminton, lawn bowling and croquet come to The
Homestead; the first golf links are informally laid out, and 6 holes

1893 The Virginia Building is completed
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ﬁ 1894 In August Mr. Jacob Rubino visits The Homestead for the first
time; he falls in love with the area, and begins work to purchase property
and build a summer house here

ﬁ 1895 the Casino building is completed (a site for ladies indoor
badminton courts and a golf locker-room, not gambling)

1895 The first West Wing is completed

ﬁ 1895 Mr. Jacob Rubino purchases 1,701 acres of land in Healing
Springs, with mineral springs, pond, etc.

ﬁ 1896 The Old Course is expanded to 9 holes

1903 The Homestead’s hotel buildings are razed by fire; no loss of life or injury;
the Spa, Casino building, Virginia building and cottages are not damaged

]% 1901 Mr. Rubino’s grand summer cottage, designed in the Italianate
style by the architectural firm of Tracy and Swartwout of Fifth Avenue,
is built; a large and beautiful stables, watercress pond, power house,
mineral spring water bottling plant, and greenhouses are also constructed.

ﬁ 1901 The Old Course is expanded to 18 holes, is 6,000 yards long,
and The Homestead advertises it in newspapers and magazines

1904 The new, red brick main Homestead hotel building
and a new Ballroom are completed

1904 The new West Wing and the new Indoor Pool are completed

1912 Shooting sports come to The Homestead; over the decades trap, skeet, five-stand,
a 22-rifle range, and sporting clays were added

ﬁ 1912 the 9 hole Goat Course was added; this area is today the
Ski Slopes, Mountain Lodge, and Olympic-sized Ice-Skating Rink.

ﬁ 1913 Donald Ross completes his design work on the Old Course, and
work begins.
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Vﬁ] 1915 to 1918 Work on Mr. Ross’ designs is suspended during World
War 1, and is completed shortly thereafter.

ﬁ 1919 The Homestead decides a second golf course is needed, and
hires Mr. Peter W. Lees to provide the design. Mr. Lees is of the opinion
that Mr. Rubino’s land at Healing Springs is unsuitable for a golf course,
and his design expands the Goat Course to 18 holes.

Il 1920 Mr. Albert W. Tillinghast is retained by The Homestead to
review Mr. Lee’s designs and comment on the Rubino property. Mr.
Tillinghast agrees that the Rubino land cannot provide what is needed for
a course, and he approves Mr. Lees’ designs with minor modifications.

ﬁ 1921 Work on the new course, to be called the East Course, begins.
The steep terrain, many huge rocks, and other problems greatly hinder
work.

ﬁ 1922 Work on the new East Course is stopped because of the
problems with the terrain. A professional survey is completed, which
makes it clear that the designs cannot be built on this land. The East
Course is abandoned.

1914 The East Wing is completed, the Dining Room & main Kitchen are enlarged.

1923 The Theatre, Empire Room, Crystal Room and Garden Room are completed.

ﬁ 1923 The Homestead acquires the land and buildings that had been
Mr. Jacob Rubino’s estate, together with the Thompson Farm, and the
legendary Cascades Course is built to the designs of William S. Flynn.

ﬁ 1925 William S. Flynn returns to The Homestead and provides an
update and many improvements to the historic Old Course.

ﬁ 1928 The United States Golf Association Women’s Amateur
Championship is held in September on the Cascades Course at The
Homestead, and Glenna Collett takes home the trophy.
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1929 The Tower is completed.

ﬁ 1932 the Casino building becomes a restaurant for lunch, the
Badminton courts are removed and the golf locker rooms expanded.

ﬁ 1935 William S. Flynn has been visiting The Homestead often over
the years with his family, and providing ongoing design improvements to
the Cascades Course; this year marks a number of important
improvements.

1958 The Commonwealth Room and Georgian Room are completed.

1959 The Homestead pioneers skiing and ice skating among Southern resorts,
opening our first slopes

ﬁ] 1963 the Lower Cascades Course is built to designs by
Robert Trent Jones, Sr.

ﬁ 1966 The famed Curtis Cup is held on The Homestead’s legendary
Cascades Course July 30", with the American Team victorious.

ﬁ 1967 The United States Golf Association’s Women’s Open
Championship is held on the Cascades Course at The Homestead on July
2" with Catherine LaCoste of France taking home the winning trophy.

ﬁ 1980 The United States Golf Association returns to The Homestead’s
Cascades Course for the Senior Men’s Amateur Championship on
September 20", with William Campbell in first place.

ﬁ 1988 The United States Golf Association’s Men’s Amateur
Championship is held August 28" on the Cascades Course at The
Homestead, with Eric Meeks winning the trophy.

ﬁ 1993 Club Resorts, a part of ClubCorp, acquires The Homestead,
and begins a total restoration of our historic resort.
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ﬁ 1994 Mr. Reese Jones provides an update to the legendary Old
Course.

ﬁy 1994 The United States Golf Association’s Women’s Amateur
Championship returns to The Homestead’s Cascades Course August 13",
and Wendy Ward takes home the championship trophy.

ﬁ 1995 The Senior PGA Tour Shootout is held at the Cascades Course
at The Homestead, and Dave Stockton wins the first place trophy.

ﬁ 1996 The Senior PGA Tour Shootout returns to The Homestead’s
Cascades Course, with Walter Morgan taking home the first place win.

ﬁ 2000 A new, state of the art irrigation system is added to the Old
Course.

ﬁ 2000 The United States Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship is held
on the Cascades Course at The Homestead in September, with Greg Puga
winning the trophy.

ﬁ 2001 The renowned Cascades Course is fitted with a new irrigation
system, computer controlled and designed to keep in the perfect
condition all year long.

2001  The new Grand Ballroom and new Outdoor Pool are completed.
2003 New, state of the art snow making equipment is installed on The Homestead’s ski slopes.

2004 New Shooting Sports Club House and Pavilion are completed
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Appendix Three

PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES
and

THE HOMESTEAD

George Washington <= Washington traveled through this area in 1755 and in
1756 when he was Colonel Washington, Commander of the Virginia Militia,
inspecting Forts Dinwiddie and Breckenridge. These were part of a chain of
forts Washington had designed to protect the colonial settlers from attack by
the French and their Native American allies during the French and Indian War.
During the 1755 visit he traveled through, and may have stayed at, Warm
Springs, and during the 1756 visit we believe he traveled through Hot Springs.
It is likely that he used the springs themselves for relief from his long and
difficult journeys on horseback. Washington was also an organizer of and
principal in The Mountain Road Lottery, with Captain Thomas Bullett and
others. Bullett built the first Homestead in 1766, and this Lottery was
intended to pay for a new road over the mountain to The Homestead.
Unfortunately, the lottery was not a success.

Thomas Jefferson < As a young attorney recently graduated from the
College of William and Mary, Thomas Jefferson’s very first court case involved a
disputed title for land at Warm Springs. Like others of his social and
educational status in colonial America, Jefferson undoubtedly knew of the
famous natural mineral springs here, long before his first visit. And, one of his
grand daughters visited Warm Springs a few years before him, and is likely to
have provided Jefferson with a first-hand account of their therapeutic values.
After a successful meeting with James Madison and others at Rockfish Gap
Tavern, during which the plans for what is today the University of Virginia were
finalized, he journeyed to Warm Springs. Jefferson stayed at Warm Springs
and used the pools for 22 days in August, 1818, seeking relief from the pains of
what he described as “rheumatism.” On August 13, 1818, Jefferson rode his
horse to The Homestead. He enjoyed breakfast here, and then hired a local
guide for some sightseeing. He returned from his sightseeing in the afternoon
to “take the waters” in The Homestead’s springs, and then ate his dinner here.
He recorded in his “Memorandum Book” that the day cost him $2.12 %. The
next day he wrote to his daughter Martha, and said that the springs at The
Homestead and at Warm Springs were the finest: they were “of the first merit.”
The pools at Warm Springs were later named in his honor, and are today The
Jefferson Pools at Warm Springs.
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James Madison < August is always a beautiful month at The Homestead:
days are warm, nights cool, and the array of diversions that can occupy the
time vast. Yet it was one activity in particular which attracted James Madison
to our peaceful valley, the opportunity to take the waters in the already
legendary springs. Perhaps it was the recommendations of his friend and
neighbor Thomas Jefferson, or simply the spectacular views of the mountains
from Montpelier, his magnificent mansion home, that provided the attraction,
but whatever the reasons he traveled along the old mountain trails in August of
1820, arriving first at Warm Springs. There he soaked in the very same Pool
House that Jefferson had enjoyed so much, and later he traveled to The
Homestead to soak in our famous spring waters.

Martin Van Buren <« President Van Buren, his son Abram and their
entourage traveled throughout Virginia in 1837, visiting several resorts to Take
the Waters and enjoy the social life. They began their journey in July, stayed
at Warm Springs and soaked in the Jefferson Pools, and visited The
Homestead, where our resort’s legendary Proprietor, Dr. Thomas Goode, took
them on a personal tour of the famous hot springs and introduced them to his
renowned Spout Bath. Perhaps President Van Buren was influenced in his
choice of destinations by a book enjoyed wide popularity and was published
just a year before his visit. Reading from it, the President would have learned
the following about The Homestead:
The present proprietor is Doctor Goode, an intelligent physician, who
is using great exertion and investing much money to render the
establishment pleasant to travelers . . . The table is quite good and
the accommodations quite comfortable . . . There are two famous
baths here, the Spout and the Boiler; the former is said to be
preferred by Orators, the latter by Poets and Warriors. In addition . .
. there is another of great size, this is called the Pleasure Bath, and
is contained in an octagonal pool whose periphery is ninety feet . . .

John Tyler < President and Mrs. Tyler visited both Warm Springs and The
Homestead on two occasions. The first was in August 1845, when the Tyler’s
left Washington to sojourn at the springs and take their therapeutic waters.
After a stop of several days at Warm Springs, they traveled on to The
Homestead. On their second visit, in late Summer of 1854, the Tyler’s left
Sherwood Forest, their retirement estate on the James River in Charles City,
Virginia, and traveled by train to Millboro, from which they took a carriage to
Warm Springs, again staying for several days, and then on to The Homestead.
Again they were enjoying the fabled restorative spring waters of the resort. On
both of their visits, Dr. Thomas Goode, The Homestead’s famous Proprietor,
greeted them.
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Millard Fillmore < Like so many Presidents before and since, visited to relax
and Take the Waters in the natural mineral springs. He arrived at Warm
Springs on August 11, 1851, spent the night and enjoyed the waters of the
famed Jefferson Pools. He and his entourage traveled on to The Homestead in
Hot Springs, and were greeted by Dr. Thomas Goode, the resort’s famous
Proprietor. A description of the resorts from an 1855 magazine article helps us
to experience the visit just as President Fillmore might have:
The proprietor himself is an eminent physician, and to the
enlightened use of the waters under his direction is probably owing
much of their success . . . The hotel and cottages here are pleasantly
situated and comfortable, and the table most exceptional. Sunday
was a delightful day, and our friends passed it pleasantly . . .
drinking in buoyant health with the pure atmosphere, and enjoying
the mellow beauties of the autumn landscape.

Franklin Pierce < President and Mrs. Pierce were seeking relaxation and
the restorative powers of the springs in the late Summer of 1854, and they
journeyed by train from Washington to Staunton, then to Millboro, and from
there by carriage to Warm Springs. After several days devoted to “Taking the
Waters,” they continued their travels to The Homestead, and were greeted by
our legendary Proprietor, Dr. Thomas Goode. While at The Homestead
President Pierce soaked in the waters of the Octagon Pool and frequently used
the famous Spout Bath.

Benjamin Harrison <« Benjamin Harrison, the twenty-third President of the
United States, was also the Centennial President, inaugurated 100 years after
George Washington. He was born into a family that was already famous for
public service and patriotism: his great-grandfather had been a signor of the
Declaration of Independence and served for three terms as Governor of
Virginia, and his grandfather, William Henry Harrison, was the ninth President
of the United States. Harrison became America’s most famous, and most
highly paid, attorney. The Homestead a favorite vacation venue for former
President and Mrs. Harrison, and a typical visit was in April and May of 1899.
They appreciated the total relaxation that our beautiful mountain home
provides, they enjoyed the restoration of mineral baths, hydrotherapy
treatments and massage in the Spa, and they savored our fine cuisine. Their
rest at The Homestead was needed, and was followed by a trip to New York,
London, and Paris, where he represented the government of Venezuela in an
important boundary negotiation.
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William McKinley < President McKinley is fondly remembered at The
Homestead for the gentleness and attention he paid to Mrs. McKinley during
their visit (she was an invalid). They visited during his Presidency, and he
would drive her in a horse-drawn carriage each morning along a different
scenic trail, and made every effort to attend to her comfort. Mrs. Ida Saxton
McKinley was here to “take the waters” at our Spa, which she found provided
relief for her phlebitis. President McKinley was the first sitting President to
play golf, and he did so right here at The Homestead, teeing off from the
legendary First Tee of the Old Course in 1899. This event was considered so
newsworthy and remarkable that The Boston Evening Record newspaper
conducted a survey of its readers to determine the public’s views on the dignity
and appropriateness of a President playing golf. The results were evenly split,
but President McKinley was not concerned: he said that “The game requires
study, and I have too many other subjects to study.” When not with Mrs.
McKinley or trying his hand at golf, he actually enjoyed studying: he often sat
quietly under the shade of a big tree on the Casino lawn and read books and
reports.

William Howard Taft < A truly unique American in many ways, Mr. Taft is
our nation’s only citizen to serve as Senator, President, and Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court. He and his family enjoyed staying at The Homestead often,
usually for several months at a time. Even during his busiest years, the Taft
family would sojourn at The Homestead for weeks, and Mr. Taft would take the
train to the resort whenever his busy schedule permitted. One of his more
famous visits was for three months in 1908, and during this time the 20th
annual meeting of the Virginia State Bar Association (on August 4, 5, 6, 1908)
occurred. He was keynote speaker, and such was his love of golf at The
Homestead that on an unusually hot day, after listening to another speaker for
over two hours, and delivering his own address for over one hour, Mr. Taft
changed clothes and played 18 holes of golf!l His outings on the Old Course
were frequent, and he established golf as the most favored presidential sport.
President Taft understood the benefits of golf: he said “As every man knows
who has played the game, it rejuvenates and stretches the life span.” Mr. Taft
used the very latest technology when he gave one of the very first presidential
campaign speeches ever to be recorded here at The Homestead. President Taft
very much enjoyed our famous cuisine, enjoyed fly-fishing on the Cascades,
held meetings with famous business and industrial leaders, led important
political meetings, met ambassadors and cabinet secretaries, and always made
time for outings and horseback rides with his family.
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Woodrow Wilson <« visited The Homestead during his Presidency, on his
honeymoon (December 19, 1915 to January 3, 1916) with his second wife,
Edith Bolling Galt Wilson. Reports published at the time in the New York
Times tell the story:
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After the President and Mrs. Wilson had received the long line of visitors
they took tea at a small wicker table. Mrs. Wilson poured the President’s tea,
putting in a slice of lemon and three lumps of sugar, and he had a second cup.
While they were drinking their tea and eating New Year cakes, Mr. and Mrs. J.
H. McCullough of New York, who called upon them in their suite on Thursday,
went over and sat down for a chat.

The President and Mrs. Wilson intend to return to Washington next
week, probably just in time to attend the Panama-American reception at the
White House, which marks the opening of the Winter social season in
Washington.

Calvin Coolidge <= “Silent Cal” loved to walk the trails, tried a round of golf
on the Old Course, and occasionally fished at The Cascades. He came for
relaxation, as do so many Homestead guests today.

Herbert Clark Hoover <  visited The Homestead with his wife and son
during his Presidency in 1929 and 1932, and after he left office in 1946; his
son, Herbert Hoover, Jr., was also a frequent visitor to The Homestead. An
avid fly fisherman, President Hoover took every opportunity to fish The
Cascades, the Jackson, and elsewhere. He, Mrs. Hoover, and their son enjoyed
family horseback rides. Their son and grandson continued to visit The
Homestead for years.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt < stayed at The Homestead for the
Independence Day holiday in 1931, while he was Governor of New York and
preparing to run for President. Both he and Mrs. Roosevelt enjoyed the Spa
and the soothing, warm waters of The Jefferson Pools.

Harry S. Truman < visited The Homestead in 1942, as a United States
Senator. During their stay at The Homestead, the Truman’s entertained
friends at dinner parties, and were entertained by local residents. Senator
Truman was fond of a brisk walk early every morning — he usually walked the
paths on The Old Course.

Dwight David Eisenhower <« visited The Homestead before he was elected

President, during his second term, and after retirement from office. He

especially enjoyed playing golf, which had been prescribed by his physicians as
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part of his rehabilitation from heart trouble. Both he and Mrs. Eisenhower
enjoyed the Spa.

Lyndon B. Johnson < visited The Homestead during his Presidency, in May
of 1968, to address a meeting of the Business Council. He arrived by
helicopter, and was especially impressed with the Great Hall, where he
remarked, “What a spread you've got here!”

Richard M. Nixon <« stayed at The Homestead in 1958 when he was a
Senator, and again as Vice President in 1960. He enjoyed golf, and preferred
The Old Course.

Gerald R. Ford <= first visited The Homestead as a Congressman; and when
he was Vice President (on July 17, 1974), he visited The Homestead to address
a meeting of the Business Council. President Ford was an avid and
accomplished golfer, and the Cascades was among his favorite courses. His
best score as a mature golfer was an 81 on the Cascades Course.

James Earl Carter < visited The Homestead when he was Governor of
Georgia, to address a meeting of the Business Council.

Ronald Wilson Reagan <« visited The Homestead in 1973, when he was
Governor of California, to address a meeting of the Business Council.

George Herbert Walker Bush < visited The Homestead with Mrs. Bush
from May 6 to 8, 1976, while he was serving as Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency, as invited guests of The Business Council.

William Jefferson Clinton < visited The Homestead on February 7, 2000, to
address a luncheon meeting of the Democratic Congressional Caucus. Mr.
Clinton returned February 6 and 7, 2004, again to address the meeting of the
Democratic Caucus, and this time to spend the night at The Homestead.
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Appendix Four
PRESIDENTIAL GOLF

at

THE HOMESTEAD

The first President to play golf while in office chose the Old Course at The
Homestead, and so many of the most famous Presidential golfers have continued the
tradition that could be called the President’s Course. Here are the details:

President William McKinley was the first Commander in Chief to play golf
while in office, and in 1899 he tried his luck on The Homestead’s Old Course, from
its legendary First Tee. McKinley said that “golf required study,” and he clearly had
many things requiring study, for he quickly returned to his favorite pastime: sitting
under a tree on the Casino lawn and reading a book!

President William Howard Taft was truly unique American in many ways, and
Mr. Taft is our nation’s only citizen to serve as Senator, President, and Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court. He and his family enjoyed staying at The Homestead often,
usually for several months at a time. Even during his busiest years, the Taft family
would sojourn at The Homestead for weeks, and Mr. Taft would take the train to the
resort whenever his busy schedule permitted. One of his more famous visits was for
three months in 1908, and during this time the 20™ annual meeting of the Virginia
State Bar Association (on August 4, 5, 6, 1908) occurred. He was keynote speaker,
and such was his love of golf at The Homestead that on an unusually hot day, after
listening to another speaker for over two hours, and delivering his own address for
over one hour, Mr. Taft changed clothes and played 18 holes of golf! His outings on
the Old Course were frequent, and he established golf as the most favored presidential
sport. President Taft understood the benefits of golf: he said “As every man knows
who has played the game, it rejuvenates and stretches the life span.” Mr. Taft used
the very latest technology when he gave one of the very first presidential campaign
speeches ever to be recorded here at The Homestead. President Taft very much
enjoyed our famous cuisine, enjoyed fly-fishing on the Cascades, held meetings with
famous business and industrial leaders, led important political meetings, met
ambassadors and cabinet secretaries, and always made time for outings and horseback
rides with his family.

President Woodrow Wilson

(V)
N
1
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President Calvin Coolidge had only one sport, and it was golf. He found the Old
Course at The Homestead to his liking because of its close proximity to the hotel.
Coolidge loved The Homestead, and used our resort as an escape from the reporters
in Washington.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt began playing golf as a young man, but the
paralysis of polio ended his play. His visit to The Homestead with Eleanor was for an
even more historic activity at our resort: taking the waters in the Spa and at the
Jefferson Pools.

President Harry Truman did not play golf, but he was on the Old Course at The
Homestead. His long and brisk daily walks were legendary, and he found the paths
on the Old Course provided great views and more privacy than the streets of
Washington.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower loved golf, and did much to popularize the
game in America. He took the game seriously, and especially enjoyed the history of
the Old Course and the challenges of the Cascades Course.

President Lyndon Johnson was a surprisingly good golfer considering that he
began play later in life and never took a lesson. He was the known to enjoy hitting
more than a few extra balls, and did so on his round on the Old Course at The
Homestead.

President Richard Nixon said that “Golf became my lifesaver” from the stresses
of office. His game on the Old Course was pure fun, and the relaxation it provided
showed clearly. While at The Homestead to address a meeting of the Business
Council he took time to enjoy golf on the Old Course.

President Gerald Ford is an avid and excellent sportsman, and surely the best
athlete to serve as President. He was introduced to Golf as a teenager, and caddied in
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Grand Rapids, Michigan, his hometown. While coaching at Yale he often found time
to play on their excellent, Charles MacDonald designed course. For Ford, golf was
everything it should be for all who play: good exercise for mind and body, united
with the challenges, frustrations and successes than equal great fun, and at The
Homestead his pursuit of the game was all those things and more, for he appreciated
the history of the resort’s legendary courses.
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